PLANTING IDEAS * BEAUTIFUL GARDENS * EXPERT ADVICE 


GARDENS 


dds > EF eee 


+ 


ie Mild roses: 


+. What next for 
Planting Design? 


s = . with Tom Stuart-Smith, 
Noel Kingsbury and 
Tim Richardson 


y 7 
> -_ 
~ _ Foxgloves 
~~ Tor conte nporary 


anc raditional 


™~ 


"(= 
A LI T E X* 


GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


In partnership with 


Aluminium made beautiful 


Nocona www.alitex.co.uk ©1730 826900 
Trust 


JASON INGRAM, RICHARD BLOOM 


editors: letter 


Horticulture is about growing plants and 
gardening is about putting them together — 
combining well-grown favourites in the most 
beautiful of ways. The two are in constant 
relationship, and this issue of Gardens 
Illustrated provides a masterclass in both. 

We visit the garden of Professor James 
Hitchmough who, with colleagues, led the 
design consultancy for the hugely successful 


planting at the Olympic Park in Stratford, east London — described 
by James as ‘a meadow on steroids. In the small garden behind his 
terraced house in Sheffield he challenges the assumption that such 
plantings can only work on a grand scale. He shares his favourite 
plants for an urban meadow in a small space on page 42. 

Hitchmough’s work came up in quite a few of the lectures from our 
speakers at the recent Gardens Illustrated Festival. This month we invited 
three of those speakers — Tom Stuart-Smith, Noél Kingsbury and Tim 
Richardson — to consider the forefront of planting design and where things 
might go next. I’m sure you'll find their insights, from page 66, fascinating. 

One plant that is increasingly finding its way into contemporary 
schemes is Digitalis. In our plant profile on page 56 Matthew Biggs 
recommends the best ones, as well as those for more traditional gardens, 
with advice from National Collection holder Terry Baker. 

I hope you enjoy the issue. 
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Save money when you subscribe to 
the digital edition — see page 32 
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Plantsman’s favourites Mat Reese chooses 48 
ten plants for June, including sculptural shrubs, 

pretty perennials and useful annuals 

Plant profile: Digitalis Versatile foxgloves come 

in many guises and can add lightness, romance 

or architecture, depending on the scheme 74 
What next for planting design? Designers Tom 
Stuart-Smith and Noél Kingsbury, and garden 

thinker Tim Richardson discuss where the New 82 
Perennial movement goes from here 


First impressions How a visit to Monet's 

garden at Giverny inspired one couple to create 

a vibrantly coloured and biodiverse garden 64 
A touch of class James Hitchmough’s small 

Sheffield garden serves as his own private 


laboratory for trying out plants; it’s also an 
extremely beautiful space 

History in the making For almost 30 years 
writer Katherine Swift has been creating a 
garden at the Dower House, Morville Hall, 
unearthing its fascinating history and making 
her own mark with a collection of wild roses 
Welsh renaissance Treberfydd nursery 
specialises in beautiful hardy plants grown on 
site in a walled garden in the Brecon Beacons 
15 venues for a glorious garden party If you're 
hosting a special event this summer take a look 
at the fabulous gardens we've found that give 
any occasion that extra appeal 


Who’s who Sarah Cook, the champion of 
Cedric Morris irises, on how a chance encounter 
completely changed her life 


JASON INGRAM 


CLAIRE TAKACS 


JASON INGRAM, RICHARD BLOOM 


70 Little Britain From her Arizona studio, ceramic 
artist Andrea Shemilt Kashanipour creates 
exquisite miniature sets of iconic British gardens 
Homeward bound Frank's Californian sojourn 
reaches its end, at the same time as California's 
drought, showing just what might have been 
achieved had the rains come sooner 


122 


Design 


87 Design update Including the first park in 
London's West End for more than a century and 
a children’s hospital in South Africa with 
horticultural therapy at its heart 

92 Design ideas Giving your roof a green makeover 
is aglorious idea, argues designer James 
Alexander-Sinclair and one that will turn your 
neighbours green with envy 

97 Design sourcebook Our pick of the best 
pocket knives for the garden 
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EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in This month: discover some of London's 
secret gardens and what not to miss at RHS 
Chatsworth Flower Show 

Shop front Must-haves for home and garden 
Gardener cook Columnist Jojo Tulloh is sowing 
climbing beans and picking early crops 
Gardening talent Meet Tom Cutter, 
horticultural apprentice at RHS Harlow Carr 
Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books Our pick of new books, including 

Plot 29: a memoir by Allan Jenkins 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Shop Find your ideal product at the Gardens 
Illustrated online shop 

Next issue What's coming up in July 


TOM STUART-SMITH 


Tom is a garden designer and 
landscape architect with a 
studio in London. He lives and 
gardens in Hertfordshire, and is 
currently working on several 

- projects, including Le Jardin 

- Secret in Marrakech. He shares 
his views on the future of New 


> Perennials on page 66. 


“While New Perennials are not quite as new as they once were, 
we haven't reached a dead end. There's still room for innovation.” 


DOMINIQUE CORLETT 


Dominique is a freelance writer 
with a passion for gardens and 
a fascination with design and 
the making process. On page 
70 she talks to ceramic artist 
Andrea Shemilt Kashanipour 
about her exquisite and 
unique, tiny models of some of 
England's most iconic gardens. 


“It was a treat to interview Andrea about her quirky and playful 
ceramics — her Levens Hall topiary set is at the top of my wishlist.” 


BRIAN SHEMILT 


Brian is a garden photographer 
who lives near Montreal. His goal 
is to cross Canada showcasing 
the country’s magnificent 
gardens to a wider audience. 
This issue he photographs the 
work of artist Andrea Shemilt 
Kashanipour, who also happens 
to be his daughter, see page 70. 


“Working with my daughter was a privilege, as well as great fun, 
and inspiring — and a great reason to travel to sunny Arizona.” 


KATHERINE SWIFT 


: s Katherine worked as a rare 
ae books librarian before moving 
‘ , & to Shropshire to make a garden, 
Britain's Finest Outdoor Furniture & Kitchens v . SE about which she has written in 
oe the best-selling The Morville 
Hours. On page 48 she shares 


= her passion for wild roses, which 


v Ye : have inspired the book she’s 
01420 588444 = info@gazeburvill.com 223) he © now writing: A Rose for Morville. 


‘Jason Ingram was a great sport on the shoot for the feature: he 


WWW. aZe burvill.com risked life and limb to photograph the roses in my Wild Garden!” 
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Gardens of Wiltshire 


Discover a Selection of English country gardens, including 
a day spent with designer Tania Compton, with exclusive 
access to some of the county's finest private gardens 


The southern English county of Wiltshire 
contains many World Heritage Sites 
including Stonehenge, Avebury and 
Salisbury Cathedral. Almost half the county 
is designated as an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, so it is not surprising to 
find a collection of outstanding gardens. 
Our trip includes visits to The Courts, 
a country garden of perfect harmony with 
lots of late-summer interest. There’s also 
the iconic Italianate garden at Ilford Manor, 
designed by Harold Peto. Nestled on the 
hillside overlooking the River Frome, this 
is an exceptional garden and one that 
invites lingering. At Bowood House we 
have an invitation to view Lord and Lady 
Lansdowne’s private walled garden with its 
formal borders and productive kitchen 
garden. There’s also Cantax House, Ridleys 
Cheer and an inspiring visit to renowned 


plantswoman Derry Watkins’ garden and 
nursery Special Plants. 

Particular highlights, though, come 
when we are joined by Tania Compton, 
garden designer and author of the recently 
published The Private Gardens of England. 
Together we visit two gardens designed by 
Tania: Fonthill House, the home of Lord 
and Lady Margadale, and Spilsbury Farm 
where Tania lives with her husband the 
botanist Dr James Compton. Then it’s 
on to Moor Hatches, a contemporary family 
garden designed by Tom Stuart-Smith. Such 
access is a rare treat. 

We are accommodated for three nights 
at The Manor House hotel, set in the heart 
of Castle Combe — frequently referred to 
as the prettiest village in England — this is 
a stylish, comfortable hotel offering fine 
food and a peaceful ambience. 


TO BOOK 


ONLINE boxwoodtours.co.uk 
OR CALL +44 (0)1341 241717 


TOUR LEADERS 

Tania Compton's garden design 
career began at The English 
Gardening School. She is a 
trustee of the Garden Museum 
anda writer. Her latest book is 
The Private Gardens of England. 
Dr Sophie Piebenga 

trained as a gardener at the 
National Trust and Kew. She 
then followed an interest in 

the conservation of historic 
landscapes and gardens, which 
included studying for a doctorate. 


Booking details 


Price £1,998 per person, based on two 
people sharing (a single supplement of 
£220 will be levied by the hotel). The 
price includes: three nights bed and 
breakfast at The Manor House, Castle 
Combe; two evening meals with wines at 
the hotel and one at an excellent local inn; 
plus four lunches and transport from 
Chippenham Railway Station. The price 
does not include extras at the hotel, or 
travel insurance. 

For more information or to book 

please contact 

Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
Rhiw, Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NT 

Tel +44 (0)1341 241717 

Email mail@boxwood.co.uk 

Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 

This tour has been arranged exclusively 
for readers of Gardens Illustrated by 
Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
a specialist garden tour company set up in 
1990 by Sue and Brian Macdonald, 
Kew-trained, professional gardeners. 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the right to 
change any element of any event due to 
circumstances beyond its reasonable control. 
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Phos 


Every rose from our 
extensive world leading 
collection is of the finest 
quality, carefully selected 
and hand cultivated to the 
highest of standards in the 
rich soils of East Anglia. . 


Our promise to you is that our passion —_ 

for roses, world famous reputation and plant ) "a 4 

tee comes with every purchase; giving you the confidence to delight th the pleasure 
a fo Pa AS 


ter Beales rose for years to come. 


Our imspirational catalogue ‘A Treasury of 9/6 most comprehensive catalogue 
you could wish for.To receive your free copy arid special welcome offer please visit our 
website or telephone the nursery quoting GD17. 


London Road Attleborough Norfolk NR17 1AY 
01953 454707 www.classicrosesco.uk * 
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What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


Your new local 


Chances are if you've admired a plant on a show garden this season it was very 
probably grown or sourced by Hortus Loci. The multi-award winning, wholesale 
nursery in Hampshire is the first choice of many of the country’s leading designers, 
and it’s now opening its doors to the public. There's a huge range of perennials, 
shrubs and trees on offer, plus its team of highly trained gardeners will be on hand to 
answer any questions and offer advice. You'll also find an on-site café serving 
lunches and delicious cakes. Open seven days a week, 9am-5.30pm. Hortus Loci, 
Hound Green, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LQ. Tel 0118 932 6487, hlplantcentre.co.uk 
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dig in news 


losed doors 


Squares Weekend has let us do just that, offering us a glimpse of some of London's private or rarely seen 


squares and gardens. This year 237 gardens are opening over the weekend of 17-18 June, 33 of them for the 

first time, including 10 Downing Street and the Hachette (pictured), an award-winning roof garden with 
amazing views over London. One ticket gives you access to all the gardens opening across the weekend and 
costs £13 in advance. See website for opening times and restrictions. opensquares.org 


Moving on up 
Whether covering a wall or scrambling up a tree, clematis are one of summer’s glories, 
and these two beauties, new to Thorncroft Clematis for 2017, are ones to covet. 


For something that little bit special, take 
alook at the unique Clematis Green 
Passion (= ‘Zo11050’) (right) — the first 
ever double clematis to have truly green 
flowers. The stunning plant gets a first 
flush of apple-green blooms in May and 
June, followed by a second flush in 
August and September when the flowers 
are more white than green. It’s a hardy 
plant that doesn't grow too large, making 
it ideal for a small garden and it will even 
thrive if grown ina container. Price £15. 


To celebrate the new RHS Chatsworth 
Flower Show in June, Thorncroft Clematis 
has also added the beautiful, pearly blue 
Clematis viticella ‘Chatsworth’ (left) to 
its catalogue. Its delicate flowers have a 
lilac brush-stroke along the centre line of 
each petal that fades towards slightly 


twisted tips, and are produced in 
abundance from June to September. 
Look out for it at RHS Chatsworth. 

Price £16. Both plants are available from 
thorncroftclematis.co.uk 
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EUROPE’S MOST LUXURIOUS RIVER CRUISES 


SIGEINIICS 


LUXURY CRUISES & TOURS 


SAVE UP TO 


£1,250 


PER COUPLE* 
SS Lia —S 
FREE private door- 
to-door chauffeur 
transfers* 


Exclusive 


2018 River Cruises 
Now on Sale 


VERC 


Truly All-Inclusive 


Flights from a choice of up to 
15 UK airports, or a NO FLY option 
via Eurostart 


A Scenic river cruise is unlike any 
other and our all-inclusive service is 
second-to-none. From our sumptuous 


and spacious suites, to fine-dining Unlimited premium branded drinks and 


and award-winning excursions 
offering wonderful insights into 
diverse cultures. 


We’ve had unprecedented demand for 
our 2018 collection, and with new and 
exciting additions to our itineraries, 
make sure you don’t miss out on 
securing your place and book before 
14 July 2017. 


This is a limited time only offer. Cruise 
from only £1,470 per person, and 
receive FREE private door-to-door 
chauffeur driven transfers’, and a 
saving of up to £1,250 per couple. 


Choose from 21 itineraries throughout 
Europe and experience the ultimate in 
luxury river cruising from the comfort 
of our state-of-the-art Space-Ships. 


in-suite mini bar* 

Fine dining in a choice of up to six 
on-board venues 

Private invitation to Portobellos 

— Italian fine-dining with wine pairing 
Award winning complimentary shore 
excursions 


Once-in-a-lifetime Enrich events and 
experiences 


A choice of luxurious suites — the largest 
on Europe's rivers 


Exclusive cocktail receptions in majestic 
locations 


Exclusive GPS tailor-made devices 

for self-guided touring and use of our 
e-bikes 

Butler and laundry service for all guests 
Complimentary Wi-Fi 

All tipping, transfers and taxes 


All from only £1,470pp 


Call our expert reservation consultants Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm, Sat 9am-5pm & Sun 11am-3pm 


Order a FREE brochure on 0808 301 2744 or visit scenic.co.uk 


Terms and Conditions: Offers are subject to availability for new bookings made between 25 May and 14 July 2017. Iconic Danube from price of £1,470 is based on the lowest cabin category available on 
12 April 2018. Price correct at time of going to print (May 2017).A 1% credit card charge (1.95% AMEX) applies. Flights are subject to availability and may incur a supplement. *All drinks are included 
on-board except for a number of rare, fine and vintage wines, champagnes and spirits. tNo fly options are available on selected river cruises by 


first class rail and Standard Premier Eurostar travel. Transfers between rail stations in Paris not included. *Savings of up to £1,250 per couple [——— P23 
includes a £125 Early Payment Discount per person which you'll receive if the balance is paid in full before 31 October 2017.*Free private door- CLIN kg =BABTA 
to-door chauffeur transfers only apply when booking Europe and France itineraries. Mileage restrictions of 75 miles applies for door-to-door Core Travel with confidence 


private transfers, £2 per mile excess will be charged thereafter, UK mainland only. We reserve the right to remove offers and promotions at any time. as ABTA No.Y6328 
For full itineraries and booking conditions, please visit scenic.co.uk. 
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The Return of the 
Main Fountain Garden 


This May, the crown jewel of Longwood Gardens makes 
d 


wonder. Indulge in the fruits of a multi-year, $90 million 


its return with a summer-long celebration of water’ 


restoration from best-in-class architects, artists an@ 
engineers, and experience a sensation th at rivals the gyeat 
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CALY 


Discover how to help British 
bees and take part in a blind 
honey tasting at Daylesford 
Farm in Gloucestershire. 
There’s the chance to sample 
several types of honey and 
discover why they are all so 
different. 2 June, 1lam-2pm. 
Free. The Daylesford Market 
Garden, Daylesford, near 
Kingham, Gloucestershire 
GL56 OYG. Tel 01608 731700, 
daylesford.com 


Nurserywoman Claire Austin 


opens her nursery and 


private perennial garden for 
two days this month. Visitors 
can wander around the 
garden and purchase 
plants from the nursery. 
2-3 June, 10am-4pm. 

Claire Austin Hardy Plants, 
White Hopton Farm, Wern 
Lane, Sarn, Newton, 

Powys SY16 4EN. Tel 01952 
501594, claireaustin- 
hardyplants.co.uk 


An introduction to growing 
organic veg and planning 
your plot, focusing on crop 
rotation, ground preparation 
and more. 15 June, 10am- 
4pm. £60. Garden Organic, 
Ryton Gardens, Wolston 
Lane, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, 


Nurserywoman Claire Austin is 
Opening her gardens in June. 


Warwickshire CV8 3LG. 

Tel 024 7630 3517, 
gardenorganic.org.uk 

RHS Rosemoor has two of 
the largest rose gardens in 
the UK, and this month the 
gardens will celebrate 
Britain’s best-loved flowers 
with workshops and a special 
trail taking in the stunning 
roses on display. 17 June — 
30 July, 10am-6pm. £9.90. 
RHS Garden Rosemoor, 
Devon EX38 8PH. Tel 01805 
624067, rhs.org.uk 

As part of Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden’s 
Science on Sundays series, 
Professor Chris Howe 

from the Department of 
Biochemistry will look at how 
electricity can be made from 
algae and plants. 25 June, 
llam & 2pm. Free. Tel 01223 
336265, botanic.cam.ac.uk 


Around 30 homeowners are 
opening their gardens in the 
historic Kent town, alongside 
a Garden Market featuring 
specialist plants, and local 
crafts and foods. 26 June, 
10am-5pm. £6. Visitor 
Information Office, Fleur 

de Lis Heritage Centre, 13 
Preston Street, Faversham, 
Kent ME13 8NS. Tel 01795 
534542, faversham.org 


EXHIBITION 
Day’s work 


To celebrate the centenary 
of the birth of British textile 
designer Lucienne Day 
(1917-2010), the Whitworth 
Art Gallery in Manchester is 
hosting an exhibition of her 
work Lucienne Day: A Sense 


dig in news 


of Growth. Although well known for her abstract designs, Day 
was an enthusiastic gardener who used plants in many of her 
patterns, including her famous Bouquet Garni tea towel (above). 
The exhibition is part of the gallery’s GROW project that aims to 
promote better mental health through engaging with gardens 
and horticulture. Until 16 July. whitworth.manchester.ac.uk 


FLEXIBLE FRIEND 


Keep plants in place with 
this soft and strong garden 
tie that stretches as plants 


grow so preventing 
it from cutting into 


plant stems. Available in 


green or brown and 
a range of diameters. 


Prices start at around £6.50 for 


a 250g roll (2.5mm diameter). 


See flexi-tie.co.uk for stockists. 
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NEW SHOP 


Market trading 


For more than 300 years Covent Garden was home to London's 
premier flower market, now Petersham Nurseries is bringing 
flowers back into the heart of Covent Garden with a sister shop to 
its elegant Richmond nursery in the aptly named Floral Court 
(between King Street and Floral Street). The first phase of the 
lifestyle home and garden shop opens in June, and will feature a 
florist and a delicatessen complete with wine cellar. Later in the 
year the shop will expand to include two new restaurants — The 
Petersham and La Goccia - to create an oasis of calm away from 
the bustle of London's West End. petershamnurseries.com 


IT TAKES TWO 

Give your table tennis tournaments a stylish edge 
with this You & Me Ping-Pong Table from The 
Conran Shop. Crafted from wood and reinforced 
with steel to withstand the most energetic play, it 
can also double as a dining table when bats, net 
and balls are stowed away in the handy storage 
drawer. Prices start at £2,595 from the conranshop.co.uk 
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RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 


This month sees the launch of the RHS's new flower show, 
set inthe magnificent grounds of Chatsworth House in 
Derbyshire, and featuring a spectacular line-up of show 
gardens and other highlights. Gardens Illustrated will be there 
—so come along and say hello at our stand CHW245. 


« Among the show gardens to look out for is Sam Oven’s 
garden for show partner 
Wedgwood. It was John 
Wedgwood, son of the 
celebrated potter Josiah, who 
first suggested the idea of a 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
Sam's garden features a central 
cocoon surrounded by planting 
and uses a combination of traditional and 
contemporary materials. 


« Be sure also to visit the Wedgwood pop-up Tea 
Conservatory, where you can sample specially blended 
teas, and find mugs and teacups 
from Wedgwood's new 
Wonderlust collection, 
inspired by its historic 
pattern books. 


* Don't miss the show's 
displays of well dressing — a 
summer tradition of decorating 
wells with elaborate pictures 
made out of petals that is most 
closely associated with Derbyshire and the Peak District. 


« Make sure you leave plenty of time to explore the plant 
marquee, which at Chatsworth 
will use state-of-the-art 
inflatables technology 
to recreate the Great 
Conservatory, built at 
Chatsworth by its most 
famous head gardener, Joseph Paxton. Among the stalls will 
be lush displays retelling the story of the ‘Cavendish’ banana, 
which Paxton grew at Chatsworth in the 1830s and then 
shipped back to the Pacific to kick-start its banana industry. 


¢ 7-11 June, Chatsworth, Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1PP. 
For full details and ticket availability go to rhs.org.uk/shows 
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Chatsworth’s plant marquee is 
based.on Paxton’s Great Conservatory. 


- Be 


— 
= 
= 
=| 
= 
=| 
= 
= | 
=] 


WE BELIEVE 


in creating homes that everyone will want to come back to 


The right sofa and footstool beckon the entire family to sit down together. The right kitchen can encourage 
more people to give a helping hand with supper. The right dining table, chairs and setting, might even tempt those 


who have flown the nest to return home for Sunday lunches, for get-togethers, and for lazy summer barbecues. 


Harrogate six-seater table in Fog, £940. Provence dining chair, £120. Chatto sofa, £1,260. 
Havana dining chair in Silver Birch, £245. Imperial pendant light, £210. 


neptune.com Ve 


Stores nationwide NEPTUNE 


CO3R/\ 


Lawnmowers that really are as good as they look 


With the largest range of lawnmowers in the UK. Cobra have over 50 models in their portfolio to 
suit your specific gardening needs. These include rear roller, cylinder, petrol hover and professional 
models with prices starting from just £89.99*. 


At the heart of these powerful, stylish lawnmowers is a choice of either electric, cordless or petrol 
engines powered by Cobra Briggs & Stratton & Honda. 


Cobra products are available across the UK, throughout our network of approved specialist dealers. 


Cylinder Mowers Electric Mowers Cordless Mowers Petrol Mowers 
From Just £89.99* From Just £89.99* From Just £299.99* From Just £159.99* 


To find you local dealer visit www.cobragarden.co.uk | or call 0115 986 6646 


POWERED BY 


eae LI-ION 
BRIGGSSSTRATTON 
~— A E 40v Lithium-ion 


Petrol Hover Mowers 
From Just £279.99* 


*Promotional prices only at participating dealers 


dig in shopping 


Bold and bright ideas for summer 
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Ice Trays, £3 each, uk.flyingtiger.com 


Straw Hat, £69 
0333 400 5200; to 


Gardeners’ Hand Cream, 
£6.25, 01237 420872, 
thesoapkitchen.co.uk Hedgerow Art Print in dark 

mulberry (50 x 70cm), £45, 

01462 339011, bol 
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Lal Yak (Little Oak) Bag by Lorna 
Singleton, £460, 020 7148 3190, 
thenewcraftsmen.com 


Bistro Cushion, 
£20, 020 8878 1994, 
barbed.co.uk 


Tapas Set, £85, 01932 789721, 
Isa-international.com 


ke Forres Planter in Aged 
$2Zinc, £540, 020.7370 


Women’s Muckster II 
Ankle, £75, 0800 587 0509, 
muckbootcompany.co.uk 


Turn the page for more products 
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Pruning scissors, 
£14, woodandmeadow.com 
{) 
My 
; . ; xt D 
Knotted Melari Hanging Chair, ‘ ‘ fe Y 
Se ASS 
£488, 00800 0026 8476, S 

anthropologie.com 


Large Hip-Trug in moss, 
£12.99, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 


Sneeboer Ladies 
Border Hoe (4cm), 
£48.36, 020 7289 
6851, clifton.co.uk 


Plant Pot Mover, £5.99, 


0118 903 5210, primrose.co.uk Pot hooks for balcony railings, £29.50, 


0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 


Tool box by Vitra 
in mustard, £22, 

0333 212 1915, 
heals.com 


Uuni 3 Wood-Fired Oven, 
£199, uk.uuni.net 


Brighton Bistro Outdoor 
Table & Chair Set in ceylon, 


£79, 03456 049049, johnlewis.com 
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CHILSTONE 
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Distinction 


www.chilston .com 
01892 740866 


Victoria Park, Fordcomb Road, Langton Gr n, 
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~<a Se Lychnis flos-jovis 
; This pretty campion, commonly called the flower of 


Jove, is amore refined and more perennial version of the 
common Lychnis coronaria, and it should be better 
known. The slender, branching stems are held above 
basal leaves covered in a silvery patina and carry clusters 
of lovely pink flowers. These work well with cool blues, 


ae ae damascena Moody Blues. Plant in good soil that does = 


4 such as the spikes of old-world salvias or Nigella 
t a , #: ; not sit wet. Flowers are produced in the second’year 
‘ -’ 4 y as from seed and can either be planted in drifts at 20em 


apart, or scattered naturally through the border. AGM*. 


-_ Height 40-50cm. 
- Origin Europe. 
Conditions Good garden soil. 
« Hardiness RHS H6, USDA4a-9b. 
Season Summer. 


Mat Reese 

is head gardener at 
Malverleys, a private 
garden in Hampshire. 


Borago pygmaea 

I admire the way this small biennial borage 
earnestly claws its way through perennials 
and shrubs to get its own flowers to the fore. 
I use the pale-blue flowers with the pink 
blooms of Geranium “Mavis Simpsor’ and 


the chocolate-rose foliage of Sedum 
telephium (Atropurpureum Group) 
‘Karfunkelstein, but the colour works well in 


© most settings. To establish in the border, it is 


best to plant out the tap-rooted rosettes in 
summer (grown from a spring sowing) for 
flowering the following year. It appreciates 
a sunny aspect and sharp drainage, and will 
naturalise well after flowering. 


© Height 20-40cm. 
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Origin Sardinia and Corsica. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4. 

Season Summer — autumn. 


WORDS MAT REESE PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Rosa ‘Penelope’ 

Graham Stuart Thomas described this as 
‘one of the very best roses for creating a 
white effect without being white’ and it 
looks particularly good with greys and pale, 
icy blues. It is continuous in flower and 
superb for cutting — Vita Sackville-West 
noted that the buds continue to open once 
in the vase. The semi-double blooms are 
held in airy sprays and open peachy-pink, 
turning white with age. The sprays are a 
beautiful ensemble of old and new blooms, 
and importantly, the flowers shatter once 
finished so do not sully the show. Deadhead 
and feed to keep the display going. AGM. 


Height 1m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Any good garden soil; sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-10b. 
Season Summer — autumn. 


plantsman’s favourites 


sculptural shrubs to pretty perennials and useful annuals to fill the gaps 


Picea orientalis Aurea’ 

The acid-yellow new growth on this oriental 
spruce creates a vivid and unusual contrast 
against the much darker old growth and 
always prompts interest from visitors to the 
garden. The tree has a formal, narrow, 
pyramid architecture and is feathered with 
branches from head to toe. It makes a 
wonderful specimen tree on a lawn, but 

can also create a strong focal point when 
planted among deciduous shrubs and trees 
of a more irregular habit. It is quite slow 
growing —a small plant will take ten years to 
reach 2.5m. Grow in acid soil that does not 
get water logged. AGM. 


Height 10m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Humus-rich soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 
Season Year round. 
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Faris polyphylla 

I first became aware of this handsome plant 
while working at Great Dixter, where it was 
used to great effect in an all-green vignette 
alongside Sarcococca ruscifolia and Athyrium 


filix-femina Plumosum Axminster. Atop 
the thick, naked stems sits a large ruff of 
lanceolate foliage with a second tier above 
this, composed of smaller green sepals 
surrounding a knob-like stigma at the 
centre and spidery stamens. It is slow to 
establish and will take a few years before it 
makes a strong show, but it is very much 
worth the wait and long lived. 


Height 60-80cm. 

Origin Himalayas to China. 
Conditions Likes rich, moist soil: 
dappled shade. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season Summer — autumn. 


Places 
LO ViSit 
Recommended places 


to see seasonal plants 
at their best 
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In early summer, gardens 
fortunate enough to be set 
next to a river often take on 
an appealing dreamy 
atmosphere. One such 
garden is Heale House in 
Wiltshire. Set in the beautiful 
Woodford Valley, just north of 
Salisbury, the garden borders 
the River Avon with willows 
and aspens lining the river 
banks. In February, the 
garden is famed for its sheets 
of snowdrops and aconites 


Orlaya grandiflora 

Orlaya grandiflora is a very pretty cornfield 
annual that can be bedded out on its own 

to create loose drifts of white, lacy umbels 
or can be married with delphiniums, 
Campanula patula, or ladybird poppies. 
Alternatively, plants can be threaded 
carefully between roses and developing 
perennials to fill any temporary gaps. It 
prefers a lighter soil and will seed through 
the borders and into gravel paths, but is 
never a menace. To get good plants, sow 
seed in autumn, and plant out in November 
or early March. Seed can also be sown in late 
winter to flower in July and August. AGM. 


Height 40-50cm. 

Origin Southern Europe. 
Conditions Any soil but not too wet. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season Summer. 


Yor «. < 
Heale House: se 


CAROLE DRAKE / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO 


Eremurus Joanna 

Eremurus are summer dormant and often 
struggle through wet summers. The 
glorious E. Joanna’ is stronger than most 
and copes well in our maritime climate. The 
flower spikes are huge, each one composed 
of hundreds of star-shaped, white flowers 
with a yellow eye. Joanna looks best grown 
with taller perennials and shrubs. When 
planting, make a hole 10cm deep that is 
wide enough to accommodate the 
star-shaped crowns, add sharp grit and 
then cover, ensuring the bud of the crown 

is just nosing the surface. AGM. 


Height 3m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Ideally, full sun and not too 
wet in summer. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season Early summer. 


but in summer you can really 
enjoy the meadows and more 
formal gardens. The gardens, 
some of which were laid out 
by Harold Peto, are composed 
of mixed borders, formal 
areas and a kitchen garden. 
Also at Heale, is Kevin 
Hughes Plants, a wonderful 
nursery crammed full of a 
particularly choice selection 
of hardy plants, including 
collections of magnolias and 
wisteria and is worth the 


Kniphofia ‘Fiery Fred’ 

Kniphofia blooms have a wonderful shape 
that makes such a good contrast with other 
plants in a border. K. ‘Fiery Fred’ has a 
particularly long season, its milky-orange 
flower spikes are produced in succession 
from late May and continue into August. It 
is important to remove old poker stems to 
keep the show clean and encourage 
re-blooming. Even once the floral show has 
finished, the grass-like foliage remains clean 
into the winter and has a presence in the 
flower garden. Tidy in spring when the new 
foliage is breaking through, the old leaves 
are much easier to remove then. AGM. 


Height 1.2m. 

Origin Garden origin. 
Conditions Any good garden soil. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 6a-10b. 
Season Summer. 


journey alone. Heale House, 
Middle Woodford, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire SP4 6NT. Tel 01722 
782504, healegarden.co.uk 
Another riverside garden 
that is certainly worth a 
visit at this time of year is 
Athelhampton House and 
Gardens, near Dorchester in 
Dorset. The garden — on the 
banks of the wonderfully 
named River Piddle — is made 
up of aseries of formal ornate 
garden rooms, pools and 


flowing lawns. Highlights 
include the Great Court, a 
formal garden that dates 
from around 1891 made up 
of towering yew pyramids 
and the Corona, a pretty 
circular walled garden 
with scalloped-shaped 
tops and narrow finials. 
Althelhampton House and 
Gardens, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 7LG. 

Tel 01305 848682, 
athelhampton.co.uk 


Height 1.2m. 
Origin Eastern European. 


CHRISTOPHER NICHOLSON / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO 


Agrostemma gracile 

Sometimes it is helpful to have a floral 
leitmotif for border plantings to bind the 
composition together. I thread this slender 
corncockle through plantings to create that 
all-important repetitive link. Although it has 
a delicate disposition that will not impose 
on perennial neighbours, it has a strong 
enough voice to be heard above the crowd. 
The upward-facing, mauve blooms are 
nicely decorated with darker nectar guides, 
and flowers are held on stiff, grass-like 
stems. Staking is crucial to keep plants 
upright. Sow seed in September to plant 
out from late October to early November. 


Conditions Any soil but not too wet. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 
Season Summer. 


Mpton MOUSE and Gardens. 


plantsman’s favourites 


Fapaver somniferum 

var. album 

Opium poppies are prolific opportunists, 
and once they have been introduced will 
return reliably year after year. 1am 
especially fond of this single white form 
and the way its flowers catch the sunlight as 
they hover above developing perennials. 
The single forms make better garden plants 
than the fat, double forms, as they are less 
likely to flounder in wet, windy weather 
and look more comfortable in a garden 
setting. Sow plants under glass in February, 
prick out into plugs, then plant out direct 
from the plugs in late March. 


Height 1.2m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Any garden soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 

Season Summer. 


Penwood Nurseries, 
near Newbury, is an excellent 
place to find new plants. Used 
by many landscape designers 
and architects, it has an 
especially good range of 
unusual trees and shrubs, as 
well as extensive collections 
of roses and perennials. 
Penwood Nurseries, The 
Drove, Penwood, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG2O 9EW. 

Tel 01635 254366, 
penwoodnurseries.co.uk 
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A seven night stay at the Grand Hotel Menaggio on the shores of Lake Como with Alan Mason 
& London Festival Opera — 


Come with us and enjoy some of the most beautiful Italian gardens at their springtime best as we explore Lake Como and 
Maggiore from our delightful lake-side base at the Grand Hotel Menaggio. During our week’s stay we will visit some of the finest 
gardens and villas and be joined by London Festival Opera who will perform some marvellous opera in wonderful settings. 


ur programme will include comprehensive sightseeing excursions 
and some free time to relax and enjoy the lovely facilities of the 


hotel and appreciate the dramatic scenery of Lake Como. We will be 
joined by horticultural expert Alan Mason, who will provide talks and briefings 


during the week and accompany us on excursions. 


Day 1 London Heathrow to 
Menaggio. Fly by scheduled flight 
from Heathrow to Milan and transfer 
to the Grand Hotel Menaggio on the 
shores of Lake Como for a seven 
night stay. 


Day 2 Bellagio & Villa Melzi. Our 
launch will take us across Lake Como 
to Bellagio where colourful gardens 
line the shore. Enjoy a visit to the Villa 
Melilzi, a fine neo-classical villa. The 
garden is splendid with a Moorish 
temple, Japanese garden and water 
garden at the edge of the lake. There 


The Grand Hotel Menaggio is situated on the most elegant of Italian lakes, 
Lake Como. This refined and relaxed hotel has 94 rooms and offers a high level 
of comfort, good food and service. The atmosphere is peaceful and the 


accommodation and public rooms stylish and comfortable. However, its 


greatest asset is its position. Situated in the most attractive central lake area, 
it is ideally placed for day excursions to some of the loveliest villas and gardens 


of Lombardy. The hotel features a 
heated outdoor pool, a fitness 
room, lakeside garden area, large 
bar and terrace, comfortable 
lounge as well as complimentary 
Wi-Fi. Our stay at the Grand Hotel 
Menaggio includes breakfast and 
dinner daily and the restaurant 
offers beautiful views and dishes 
feature many local specialities. 


will be some free time in Bellagio 
before returning to the hotel by boat. 


Day 3 Villa Balbianello & Villa 
Carlotta. Morning at leisure. Depart 
in the early afternoon by boat to the 
Villa Balbianello. See the interior and 
gardens of this lovely lakeside villa. 
Continue to the Villa Carlotta, built in 
1747 with a superb garden laid out in 
1850 by Princess Carlotta. The setting 
is idyllic and the gardens are full of 
contrast, particularly in the spring. We 
will enjoy a performance by London 
Festival Opera at Villa Carlotta. 


Day 4 Como & Villa Medici. Morning 
departure by coach to Como where 
there will be some free time for 
sightseeing. In the early afternoon, 
depart by coach to Villa Medici Giulini 
where hopetully the alternating colour 
of the azaleas will be at their best. 
Enjoy a piano recital with a musician 
at the Villa followed by an aperitif. 


Day 5 Villa Bagatti, Lugano & Villa 
Cicogna Mozzoni. Depart by coach to 
visit Villa Bagatti’s garden. After your 
visit continue to Lugano for some 
time at leisure. In the early afternoon 
visit Villa Cicogna Mozzoni, a 16th 
century villa surrounded by exquisite 
gardens. Enjoy a performance by 
London Festival Opera at the Villa. 


Day 6 Lake Maggiore. Today our 
private launch will take us to the 
Borromean Islands of Isola Bella and 
Isola Madre. On Isola Bella, see the 
vast palace built from the island's rock 
and its surrounding terraced gardens, 
inspired it is said by the Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon. The palace is 
decorated with fine furniture and 


some interesting paintings, but it is 
the ten terraces of the gardens with 
their English Garden, Italian Garden, 
Azalea Garden and Mosaic Garden 
which capture the imagination. In the 
afternoon we will sail across to the 
larger of the two islands, Isola Madre. 
Here, five gardens connect in a 
peaceful woodland setting. 


Day 7 Lake Como. Day at leisure to 
relax and enjoy your surroundings. 
There will be a late afternoon 
performance by London Festival Opera 
at the hotel followed by a farewell dinner. 


Day 8 Menaggio to London Heathrow. 
Transfer to Milan airport for your 
return scheduled flight to London. 


gardener cook 
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Jojo takes a trip to Dungeness and gains inspiration among the driftwood 
and shingle of the late Derek Jarman’s wild seaside garden 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


an a garden flourish without its original creator? This 

thought occurred to me as I contemplated the garden that 

film-maker Derek Jarman conjured around his tar-painted 
fisherman’s cottage on the shingle wastes of Dungeness, Kent. 
Before my visit, ’d been reading Jarman’s journals, Modern Nature, 
and my head was full of his voice — articulate, angry and in love with 
nature. His book records details of the plants able to survive the 
salt-laden winds and the construction of beds decorated with 
timber and flints foraged from the water’s edge, along with 
observations of the wildflowers and creatures of ‘the Ness’ and his 
visits to hospital (he had recently been diagnosed HIV positive). 

Twenty-three years after his death, the garden Jarman made 

around Prospect Cottage has become a place of pilgrimage for 
many. Decades on, it still blooms and the wide skies and wild, 
desolate beauty of Dungeness are as uplifting as ever. In the shingle, 
luscious purple and green leaves of sea kale Crambe maritima, and 
the ghost-white blooms of Silene uniflora (sea campion) flourish 
with native vigour. The equally energetic life force that fashioned 
this garden can still be heard in the pages of Jarman’s books. He 
responded to and embellished nature, filling his garden with wild 


WHAT TO DO NOW 


plants, such as sea kale, fennel and viper’s bugloss alongside old 
roses, Lavatera, Santolina and swathes of California poppies. His 
garden was a painterly mix of wildflowers and imports. Many of the 
entries in Modern Nature note days on which plants growing 

in the wild were propagated, mulleins dug up, slips taken from wild 
pears and figs, and cuttings taken from rosemary. Above all, it was 
this spirit of thrift, inspired by a desire to create a wild garden of 
heightened beauty, that I took away with me. 

Back at home, June is the time to take cuttings for rosemary; just 
remember to take them early in the day when the shoots are turgid 
(full of water). Choose a non-flowering shoot and snip off 10cm, 
then strip off most of the lower leaves, leaving a clean length of stem. 
Make a cut with a sharp knife just below the leaf node (where the leaf 
grows). To aid rooting, make some willow tea [issue 230, page 25] 
and leave your cuttings to steep overnight. Fill a 13cm pot with a mix 
of compost and horticultural sand, and make holes with a dibber 
around the edge of the pot for up to ten cuttings. Water from above 
to settle the soil and place the pot in a heated propagator, or a plastic 
bag somewhere warm, to keep it moist. Take the bag off twice a week 
to ventilate. After a month, pot on individually. 


Now that the soil has warmed up, you can sow 
climbing bean seeds direct. Make a trench 
filled with vegetable peelings, cover it with soil 
and plant the seeds in this underground 
compost heap, to nourish their nutrient- 
greedy roots, before erecting a hazel-pole 


wigwam above it. Plant an annual climber, 
such as Ipomoea lobata, alongside for a 
colourful effect. If you live in an area of low 
rainfall, mulching is vital. Weed suppressant 
fabric is efficient, but you can also use organic 


material, such as leaf mould, garden compost, 


chopped green manures, seaweed or comfrey 
leaves, to help preserve soil structure, 
suppress weeds, and feed the plants. When 
you mulch you preserve the conditions 
underneath, so try to lay your mulch on a 
day when the soil is warm and damp. 
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IN THE KITCHEN 


There's no need to wait to enjoy the fruits of your labour: pick some 
of your crops early and unlock some unusual flavours 


hen you have an allotment or vegetable garden, you can 

harvest and cook your ingredients when you choose, 

experiencing their flavours at each stage of their growth 
even when under-ripe. Right now you could eat green garlic baked 
whole or the first, tiny new potatoes scraped, steamed and dipped 
in melted cheese. In June, the crops of fruit bushes and trees require 
selective thinning; both gooseberries and apples will grow bigger if 
some of their number is removed. Don’t throw these on the compost 
heap. The apples (whose cores are not yet formed) can be baked 


RECIPES 


Asparagus, broad bean and 
sour plum tabbouleh 

This recipe can be adapted over the summer 
to include tomatoes and cucumber, making it 
a salad for all seasons. The lemony spice 
sumac can be sourced at Middle Eastern 
stores and large supermarkets. 


¢ 75g bulgur wheat 

¢ 1 small bunch each of parsley, mint, dill 
* 6 spring onions 

* 6 asparagus spears 
¢ 300g broad beans 

* 6 radishes 

* 6 green plums sliced 
* Itsp sumac 

¢ 100ml olive oil 

* 50ml lemon juice 

* Salt and pepper 


Place the bulgur wheat in a bowl and pour 
over enough lukewarm water just to cover. 
Leave for an hour to soften, then drain ina 
sieve, rubbing the grains a little so that they 
fluff up. Cut the asparagus into 5cm lengths, 
steam or boil them for four minutes, then 
refresh in cold water. Blanch the broad beans 
and slip them out of their skins. Finely chop 
the herbs and spring onions, slice the 
radishes thinly, and mix the vegetables and 


sliced plums with the herbs and bulgur wheat. 


Mix the olive oil with the lemon juice and 
season to taste. Use this to dress the 
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tabbouleh, sprinkle over the sumac and serve. 
A little crumbled feta can also be added to 
make this a meal in itself. 


Green gooseberry 

¢ ds 

muscat jelly 

Makes about 1 litre of jelly 

(roughly 3 x 350ml jars) 

* 500g green gooseberries 

¢ 500ml water 

¢ 500g (approx) unbleached, 
granulated sugar 

* 6 elderflower crowns, picked over to 
remove insects and tied up in a muslin 
bag (if you can’t get hold of flowers, use 
50ml elderflower cordial instead) 


whole (low and slow) in a pastry case for an unusual pie reminiscent 
of apricots. Hard, green gooseberries and sweet-scented, creamy- 
white elder blossom combine to suggest the flavour of the Muscat 
grape used to make sweet dessert wines. Right now, my local Turkish 
greengrocer is selling sour green plums, to be dipped in salt as mezze 
or chopped and eaten in salad. If you grow plums, pick a few unripe 
fruits and try this for yourself. Broad beans can be harvested now at 
their very best — no bigger than a thumbnail and bright green when 
skinned, they can be added to risottos, soups or tabbouleh. 


Place the gooseberries in a large preserving 
pan, add the water and simmer until the 
gooseberries have burst. Drain them through 
ajelly bag and measure out 250g of sugar 
for every 250ml of juice. Heat the pulp in the 
cleaned preserving pan, add the sugar, 
stirring until it dissolves, and then add the 
elderflowers in their bag. Taste the jelly 
mixture after five minutes and then every 
now and again to make sure the Muscat taste 
is not becoming too intense. Remove the 
flowers when you are happy with the taste, 
and boil until the setting point is reached at 
between 104°C and 105°C. Pour into hot, 
sterilised jars. Eat on toast or use as a glaze 
for open fruit tarts later in the season. 


Truita desparrecs 

Asparagus picked and eaten within hours 
needs little more than butter or 

a poached egg, but for variety why not use 
some ina truita? This Catalan egg dish is 
halfway between an omelette and a tortilla or 
frittata. Wash a small bundle of freshly picked 
asparagus (around six good-sized spears), 
peel the woody ends with a potato peeler into 
a point and chop into 5cm lengths. Beat three 
eggs well and add a splash of water. Heat 
ltbsp of olive or a knob of butter in a skillet or 
omelette pan and fry the asparagus for a 
minute or two. Add the eggs, tipping the pan 
to swirl the mixture around, cook for a minute 


more to set, season and fold over to serve. 


Gardeners 
paradise 


nimportant diary date 

for many gardeners, the 

Garden Show at Woburn 

Abbey is now in its eighth 
year. This year it will be headlined 
by BBC Gardeners’ World presenter 
Adam Frost and Radio 4 Gardeners’ 
Question Time expert, author and 
blogger Pippa Greenwood. 

Set against the stunning backdrop 
of Woburn Abbey, ‘The Gardeners’ 
Garden Show’ offers visitors one 
of the best locations in the UK, as 
it takes place within the 42-acre 
Abbey Gardens. Whether you're an 
enthusiastic horticulturist or just 
looking for a little inspiration, visit 
on the 24 and 25 June and discover 
a fun and informative day out. 

The Duchess of Bedford will 
officially open the Rosarium 
Britanicum rose garden, which 


VISIT WOBURNABBEY.CO.UK/GARDENSHOW FOR 


overlooks Camellia Lake. 

Currently undergoing restoration 
by the gardens team, the rose 
garden was formed in 1830 and 
will contain only traditional 
English Roses. 

Other show highlights include 
floral demonstrations, a garden 
advisory desk and Q&A sessions. 
RHS Gold Medal winners and 
renowned plant nurseries will 
be offering a range of rare and 
interesting plants. In addition, you'll 
have the opportunity to get expert 
advice and purchase a range of 
fantastic gardening products. 

Free guided garden tours are 
available with the RHS-qualified 
Woburn Abbey gardeners, who 
will give you an insight into the 
recreation and maintanance of this 
Humphry Repton garden. 


FURTHER INFORMATION AND TO BOOK TICKETS 


This June, Bedfordshire Woburn Abbey Gardens 
will come alive with horticultural inspiration, as 
the Garden Show takes centre stage 


Abbey and Gardens 
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If you can’t visit during the show, 
don’t worry — Woburn Abbey and 
Gardens is open daily to visitors 
until late October, please visit the 
website for details. 


Garden Show Ticket Prices: 
Adult £12.00, Concession £11.00, 
Children £7.00. 


iPG 
Plants Galore Online 
01279 
792321 


Email Us: 


contact@plantsgaloreonline.co.uk 


TRADE CONTACT: 
sue @plantsgaloreonline.co.uk 


se MUN TONS 
17 TRADITIONAL 
PLANT SUPPORTS 


www.muntons.net 
Ideal for roses and vigorous climbers, obelisks 0800 130 3421 


can support scented columns of sweet peas or Muntons at Cedar Nursery 


other annual climbers that need room to grow. alsa) Selo eels SEIS Si 
Muntons at Architectural Plants 
Stane Street, North Heath, Pulborough RH20 1DJ 


Muntons at Burford Garden Company 


Choose from arches & obelisks; supports for herbaceous 


clumps or individual peonies; Annabelle hydrangea supports; Gailkiara Revd), Bunter ONGld COA 
clematis G rose cages; standard rose umbrellas; trellises; steel Elontusioci 
stakes; step-over apple supports © vegetable cages. Hound Green, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LO 
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gardening talent 


Tom Cutter 


Harlow Carr, the RHS's Yorkshire garden offers beautiful borders, wildflower meadows, 
woodlands and water — and as horticultural apprentice, Tom is learning about them all 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


First plant love The delicate but mighty dawn redwood (Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides). | first fell for this tree while working in Trewidden 
Garden in Cornwall, which is home to the Champion dawn redwood, 
notable for its girth and as one of the first to be planted in this country. 
Who has inspired your career the most? Richard Morton, the head 
gardener of Trewidden Garden where | first started working in 
horticulture, really pushed me to learn as much as | possibly could 

and encouraged me to apply for my apprenticeship with the RHS. 
Horticultural heroes Roy Lancaster is a true plantsman and his 
passion for the plants he loves is out of this world. | think reaching 

that level of passion should be the goal for all gardeners. 

Favourite planting style | love exotic plantings in unusual places. 

It is so great to stumble across a planting that looks so out of place in 
its environment but can transport you to the feeling of a completely 
different exotic environment. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today Plant diseases such as 
ash dieback are becoming a nightmare as we see species on the verge 
of being wiped out. It’s painful to watch it happening. 


What principles have guided your attitude to horticulture? 
One of my favourite quotes is a Greek proverb: ‘A society grows great 
when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit 
in. | believe it is incredibly important to not forget the future of a 
garden, your work could be there for years. 

What heartens you about our attitudes to horticulture today? 
The increasing emphasis on getting young people involved in the 
sector. The RHS recently ran the Green Plan It Challenge designed to 
get secondary school pupils to design a green space. | was one of the 
mentors and it was great to witness their enthusiasm and creativity. 
Favourite gardening books The Cabaret of Plants by Richard 
Mabey is a really well written and engaging book that explores the 
story of many different and important plant species and how they 
have impacted the world. 

Contact tomcutter@rhs.org.uk 

RHS Harlow Carr hosts its second summer flower show on 

23-25 June 2017. You can find more details about the show — and 
how to apply for an RHS apprenticeship — at rhs.org.uk 
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In. brief S27 
Name Gelli Uthaf.." ) — —< 
What Private ornamentahgard 
in arural seéting. ae 
Where Carmarthenshire, 
Size One anda halfacres of 
garden; pJusseven a 

wildflower Meadows. 


)S “average ainnual rainfall}f 1780mm. 
Soil Thin, acidic. |\ 7) 2 
Hardiness rating USDA Gb: 
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biodiverse garden 


A visit to Monet’s garden at Giverny 


inspired a vibrantly coloured and biodiverse garden 
around a 1/th-century Welsh longhouse 


WORDS NOEL KINGSBURY PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 


elli Uchaf is not an easy garden to get to. 
Even after you have found the house sign you 
still need to drive half a mile up a steep dirt 
track to reach the 17th-century Welsh 
longhouse. But as soon as you step out on to 
the terrace in front of the house —a riotous 
tapestry of low-growing ground-cover plants 
— it becomes immediately apparent that this 
is no ordinary garden. Delve a little deeper 
and you find this is a garden that brings 
together real technical innovation and 
creativity in a way that is all too rare. It has 
been made by Julian and Fiona Wormald 
who have owned the property since 1993, 
but only began the garden in earnest in 2005. 

“About the time we started to seriously 
garden we visited Giverny,” says Julian. 
Monet’s former garden in northern France, 
with its masses of intermingling flowers 
and abundant insect diversity, had a huge 
impact at Gelli Uchaf, and the Impressionist 
artist’s garden has given name to their 
garden blog: the Garden Impressionists. 
Local wildflower meadows have also 
influenced how the garden has evolved. 
“Increasingly we are interested by how 
many plants from different countries can 
be grown within the same square metre, 
spatially and temporally,” says Julian. 

What has been dubbed the Multicultural 
Magic Terrace Garden is one of the first things 
you see — and one of the most innovative 
features. Developed on smashed up concrete 
and shale from the building’s restoration, it’s 
completely covered in low-creeping plants, 
including Persicaria vacciniifolia and, in 
spring, small bulbs. Originally, this area was 
based on a series of single-species blocks > 


Clockwise from top left 


The pale-pink blooms of Rhododendron ‘Hydon 
Dawn’ make a bold splash, among a range of plants 
which are tolerant of the shallow, acidic soil. 


Bright-pink Geranium macrorrhizum and the 
evergreen Saxifraga x urbium (here seen in flower) 
line a narrow moss path leading to the Copse Garden. 


Tall buds of Nectaroscordum siculum, add height 
to the rich tapestry of ground-cover plants in the 
Multicultural Magic Terrace Garden. 


A selection of ferns and the creeping white-flowered 
Galium odoratum flourish beneath an old Quercus 
petraea that towers over the Copse Garden. 
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“We are interested by how 
many plants from different 
countries can be grown 
within the same square 
metre, spatially 
and temporally” 


> inspired by Welsh flannel quilt designs, but 
over the years it has morphed into a more 
naturalistic style. Low-growing, ground-cover 
plants, such as Saxifraga x urbium, Silene 
uniflora and Ajuga reptans, help to reduce the 
possibility of weed growth, and in many cases 
can be combined with taller perennials, 
including Stachys officinalis, which are able to 
break though the ground cover and grow 
above it without competing. 

It’s clear that there is a really good seasonal 
spread here. Spring starts early with Julian’s 
collection of snowdrops and some spectacular 
drifts of Cyclamen coum. The layering of 
plants is also crucial, with tall and shorter 
ones often occupying the same space and 
flowering at different times. Lower-growing 
species often flower earlier, but not always, 
and one of the really distinctive features of 
this garden is the number of late-flowering 
forms of Saxifraga fortunei, low clump- 
forming plants whose dark foliage is a feature 
in its own right for earlier in the season. 

Plants are also selected because they will 
perform well in the rather challenging 
conditions the garden offers. Sitting at 
around 240m above sea level, the garden has 
cool summers and, occasionally, very cold 
winters — and a lot of rain. It also has thin, 
acidic soil but the couple use this to their 
advantage as the poor soil stops vigorous 
species growing at the expense of slower 
ones, allowing for more diversity. 

Julian and Fiona are passionate about 
insect biodiversity, and having a wide range [> 


In the Matrix Tyre Garden — so-called because soil- 
filled tyres have been used to add height to the 
border — a vibrant mix of self-seeding, short-lived 
perennials, such as the yellow Welsh poppy, Papaver 
cambricum, the deep-pink Primula japonica and the 
pink and purple bells of Aquilegia vulgaris create an 
atmosphere of carefree spontaneity. 
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biodiverse garden 


md 


toes 


The wildflower diversity of the hay meadow 
above the house.and garden is the result of 
centuries of traditional farming practice. Grazin 
sheep help to maintain the meadow in winter. 
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planting not only 


increases the feeding opportunities for insects, 
it also creates a complex habitat, offering 
shelter to invertebrates and birds” 


> of plants is probably the most important 
factor in what Julian calls “multicultural, 
multi-layered plantings” with perennials, 
bulbs and shrubs used to maximise flower 
numbers throughout the year. Not only does 
this increase the feeding opportunities for 
insects, it also creates a complex habitat, 
offering shelter to invertebrates and birds. 
Self-seeding plants are also important in the 
mix, filling gaps and building up habitat. 

As well as the garden, there are also two 
areas of wildflower meadow. The first, above 
the house, is now an established hay meadow, 
which the couple maintain by cutting once a 
year and allowing sheep to graze in winter. 
The other, a wet meadow in the valley below 
the garden, has a very different plant range, 
although creating this mix wasn’t easy: “It 
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was almost solid soft rush three years ago, but 
we dealt with that through cutting and using 
a weed wiper,” says Julian. “Now there are 120 
species.” Paths cut through the meadows 
make for a very romantic impression, the final 
touch to a garden that integrates nature and 


art in many varied and novel ways. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Gelli Uchaf, Rhydcymerau, 
Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire SA19 7PY. 

Tel 01558 685119. 

Web thegardenimpressionists.com 

Open For the NGS, by appointment, on 
Sundays, February to May, and on National 
Meadows Day, 1 July at 10.30am and 2.30pm 
(please call to arrange a slot). Admission £4. 


of Julian and Fiona’s 
favourite plants for summer 


1 Valeriana pyrenaica 

Adds height, colour and scent over a three- 
to-four-week period. Prefers damp soil in 
sun or light shade. 90cm. USDA 4a-9bt. 


2 Primula japonica 

One of the most vigorous Asian bog 
primulas with flowers in whorls up the 
stem. Likes moist, even wet, soil in sun or 
light shade. 40cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


3 Rhododendron ‘Persil’ 

A deciduous shrub with light-green leaves 
that is fantastically scented during its early 
summer flowering season. Needs very light 
shade and moist, but well-drained, acid soil. 
1.5m. AGM* RHS H6, USDA 7a-9b. 


4 Clematis ‘Broughton Star’ 

Masses of early flowers for a month, and 
purple-toned foliage. Can potentially grow 
very large so good for letting loose on trees. 
12m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


5 Saxifraga ‘Rubrifolia’ (fortunei) 

This ground-cover plant is one of Julian and 
Fiona’s favourite plants throughout the year, 
but it becomes a real star turn in autumn 
when it explodes into spikes with thousands 
of tiny white flowers. Prefers light shade. 
30cm. RHS H4, USDA €a-9b. 


6 Saxifraga x urbium 

Spreading rosettes of light-green foliage 
provide excellent ground cover, through which 
bulbs can grow. Good in shade, including dry 
shade, and poor soils. Popular with honey 
bees. 30cm. RHS H5, USDA 6a-7b. 


7 Silene uniflora 

More commonly known as sea campion, this 
native coastal plant with grey foliage, is a 
brilliant nectar source for moths, bumblebees 
and other insects. It is semi-evergreen and 
constantly spreading. Likes sun and is happy 
in poor soil. 10cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


8 Hesperis matronalis 

A white-flowered form of a biennial that 

is typically dark lavender in colour. Has a 
wonderful scent and, if grown in sunny 
spots, is a great nectar source for many 
insects. Needs sun or light shade and often 
self-seeds. 90cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 
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In the richly pla 


urban meadow 


In brief 

What Richly planted small garden. 

‘Where Sheffield, South Yorkshire. 

Size Approximately 400 square metres. 
Soil Loam, but with 100ml of fine gravel on 
thétop soil as an establishment mulch as 
many of the’plants need good sharp drainage. 
Climate Temperate, with 

average temperatures varying between -3°C 
in winter to 25°C in the summer. 

« Hardiness rating USDA 8. 
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“WoRDs CAROLINE BECr palUFOGRAPHs RICHARD BLOOM 


rofessor James Hitchmough is a hard man to get hold 
of. Apologetic emails from South Africa, China, the Orkney 
Islands or Kyrgyzstan explained he was photographing plants in 
high-altitude meadows. When I finally meet him, Stan his dog 
upstages him, scattering pots of exotic cuttings before barging 
into the borders after a cat. None of this fazes the professor. “My 
tolerance for disorder,” he explains, “is very high.” 

Disorder is a word he uses often. As Professor of Horticultural 
Ecology in the Department of Landscape Architecture at Sheffield 
University, he’s spent 20 years probing how much ‘naturalisnY 
(for this read ‘chaos’) people can tolerate. Scrutinising his 
environment is second-nature to him. He grew up in a pit village 
in Northumberland surrounded by spoil heaps. “I asked myself, 
why is this place so bloody awful and what would make it better?” 
It’s a question he’s spent a lifetime answering. 

His own back garden behind his terraced house on one of 
Sheffield’s vertiginous hills is his outdoor laboratory. It was 
derelict when he bought it, meaning waist-high weeds needed 
to be cleared and remaining trees pruned to open up the shade 
canopy, and leave the remaining two-thirds open. The stylised 
meadow he has created unfolds from late winter onwards 
when bulbs and a low understory of woodland plants, such 
as primulas and ranunculus, reduces the area of bare soil that 
weeds would otherwise swiftly colonise, with taller summer 
plants emerging as the spring layer dies back. “Here I can 
examine how plants perform and use volumes of space as they 
grow, and from a design point of view it’s vital to be able to 
conceptualise this,” he says. 

Summer plants, such as Berkheya purpurea, Kniphofia 
albomontana and Echinacea pallida, are selected mostly to have 
leafless stems so the borders have a certain wildness rather [> 


James’s favourite summer plants 


1 Hemerocallis ‘Lemon Bells’ 5 Themeda triandra 

Multi-headed, lemon-coloured, lily-like A blue-green, tufted, tussock-forming 
flowers with bronzed backs bloomingin _ grass that turns rust red as it ages. 
midsummer, which hold up well above Although it’s tough, it needs well- 


foliage. 1.2m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9bt. drained soil. 1.5m. 

2 Galtonia candicans 6 Tulbaghia violacea 

The summer hyacinth, a native of ‘Peppermint Garlic’ 

South Africa, sends up spires of pure- Can be tender in cold areas so S 

white flowers over strap-like foliage. best overwintered in a greenhouse. 3 

1.2m. AGM* RHS H4, USDA 6a-10b. Otherwise, trouble free. Flowers best if > 
divided regularly. 50cm. USDA 7a-10b. 3 

3 Berkheya purpurea = 

A South African species that likes a 7 Echinacea paradoxa & 

sheltered, well-drained spot in full Acorn-yellow coneflower, with = 


sun. Resembles a daisy crossed with a drooping petals around a velvet-brown 
sunflower. 60cm. RHS H4, USDA 6a-11. centre. Im. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


4 Crocosmia masoniorum 8 Gladiolus ‘Ruby’ 

Likes moist but well-drained soil and A glamorous, deep-red, funnel- 
produces tall, arching spikes of fiery shaped flower, which emerges from 
orange flowers. Good for cutting. a corm. Needs full sun to flower 
70cm. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. reliably. 75cm. RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 
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[> than a neat en bloc structure. “I’ve done research into what 
stage people become hostile to disorder and regard it as ‘mess’ It’s 
much easier to change vegetation than it is to change people.” 

During the 1980s, James spent a decade in Australia 
researching native grasslands, an experience he found 
profoundly liberating and through which he came to 
appreciate the unfamiliar drought-tolerant vegetation. “I 
became opposed with the idea in British gardening that you 
keep adding water and fertiliser to everything and it keeps 
getting better,” he says. “I like a more stripped-back approach, 
like Beth Chatto’s Gravel Garden in Essex.” 

The plants in his own garden are like stamps in his passport, 
numerous and exotic. For the past decade, however, South African 
species have been an abiding interest. Most of the species familiar 
to gardeners, such as agapanthus and kniphofia, come from 
eastern summer rainfall areas, but James has been researching 
plants from western winter rainfall areas, such as the Hex River 
and the Komsberg, which are much less common. “It gets down 
to minus eight, so many of these species, such as Bulbinella 
latifolia and Watsonia marlothii, grow really well in the UK” 

In the past, critics have argued that this ‘supercharged 
nature’ aspect of urban wildflower planting is an unnatural 
confection and difficult to achieve well. “Initially there wasn’t 
a warm reception to the idea of naturalistic vegetation, but 
now it’s become much more normalised, and things like 
the Olympic Park [where James and his Sheffield University 
colleague Professor Nigel Dunnett acted as planting design 
consultants] played a major part in that,” he says. “It’s having 


your cake and eating it, but what’s wrong with that?” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
James Hitchmough’s new book Sowing Beauty: Designing 
Flowering Meadows from Seed (Timber Press, £25) is out now. 


Five lessons for 

a city space 

* Don't discount exotic species. 

Many South African plants are 

very happy in urban Sheffield. 

* Agood ground layer of plants, out of 
which other, taller things can emerge, will 
keep the garden looking good in the early 


months, so plant large numbers of shade- 
tolerant understorey plants, such as primulas and ranunculus. 
+ Trying to have flowers from January to November means that 
you have to open the vegetation up more than if you just want 
a garden from April to September. It’s more work, but you're 
rewarded with greater visual interest. 
* Dogs and gardens can be tricky. This is the first garden James 
has had with a dog — one that occasionally wants to dig a big hole. 
* Don't be in a big rush to discard plants that don't seem to be 
performing. Give them another year as it makes a big difference. 


46 


urban meadow 


ye 
nting palette =~ We 
"ai id s RET 


mY WD \6 Sx = ! — LS 
5 Echinacea purpurea aS Z 5s = 7 Kniphotia ‘Jane Henty— 
2 Eryngium bourgatii ‘Picos Blue’ ‘Prairie Splendor’ 8 Crocosmia mason\en = 
. ; SIP Shon Baws 
3 Echinops ritro 6 Agapanthus campanulatus _¥|/ 9 Hemerocallis Lemon : 
4 Echinacea pallida subsp. patens 10 Kniphofia alboriontana. , 


> AY 


ff 


Garde 


In brief 


Name Dower House 
Garden, Morville Hall. 
What A series of garden rooms 
that recreate 1,000 years of 
gardening history. 

Where Shropshire. 

Size One and a half acres. 
Climate Temperate. 

Soil Clay. 

Hardiness rating USDA 8. 


historic garden 


ardens are about people first, and plants 

second: culture before horticulture. Every day 
when I garden, Iam conscious of the ghosts 
of the people who have gardened here before 
me. In the soil I find their broken clay pipes, 
blue-and-white Willow pattern china, lost 
buttons, horseshoe nails. 

When J arrived at Morville Hall in 1988 
I knew only that I wanted to make a garden 
that would reflect the history of the house. 
I didn’t know how long that history was. 
Over the first winter I read and researched, 
and by spring found that I had drawn up a 
plan that divided the garden into nine 
areas. In each I would try to recreate the 
sort of garden the individuals living here 
would have built at a specific period in the 
history of the house — from the monks 
who built the medieval priory, through the 
merchant adventurers of the 16th century 
and the would-be grandees of the 18th 
century, to the seven sisters who lived here 
together on the eve of the First World War. 

Gardens speak to us not only about the 
individuals who made them and loved them, 
but also about the context in which they 
were made, the wider changes in society — 
political, economic, religious — that dictate 
not only the repertory of plants, but whether 
the garden is cast as refuge or prospect, turns 
in on itself or is outward-looking, in tune 
with nature or forcing it into submission. 
Early in making the garden, a visitor asked 
me “Where is the 20th century here?”. 
Initially taken aback, I realised that the 
answer was the plan itself: all the great 
20th-century gardens — Sissinghurst, 
Hidcote, even Little Sparta — were exercises [> 


Clockwise from top left 


Rosa ‘Splendens’, grown on ropes and poles, forms 
myrrh-secnted hedging at the back of the Victorian 
Rose Border. 


Pink Rosa ‘K6nigin von Danemark’ Nepeta ‘Six Hills 
Giant’ Veronicastrum virginicum and the tall, yellow 
parsnip flowers create a visual feast around an obelisk 
in the Edwardian Fruit and Vegetable Garden. 


Dark-crimson Rosa ‘Charles de Mills’, stands out 
against paler rambers, such as ‘Félicité Perpétue’ and 
‘The Garland’ covering the apple tunnel behind. 


Rosa nutkana ‘Plena; with its pink flowers, blends 
beautifully with the grey leaves of pollarded Salix alba 
var. sericea, in a corner of the Wild Garden. 
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historic garden 


> in garden history, brimming with 
nostalgia for a lost time. 

Later, the question became “Where is the 
21st century?” And again, the answer is the 
whole garden, gardened now in a much less 
formal style, with wild flowers and wildlife 
allowed equal say with me, the gardener, in 
how the garden develops. 

One inspiration was William Robinson’s 
book The Wild Garden, first published in 
1870, and still in print today. It is a book that 
speaks powerfully to us now, with our 
contemporary concerns about the 
environment. Here I found engravings of wild 
shrub roses clambering into trees or rambling 
roses grown on the flat, roses mounding 
themselves up into thickets or hanging down 
in festoons. It was like a set of illustrations to 
the tale of Sleeping Beauty. ‘Pruning, wrote 
Robinson, ‘or any other attention after 
planting, should of course not be thought of? 

I began to collect wild roses, and planted 
them beyond the formal part of the garden, 
in an area of rough ground. I allowed cow 
parsley and wild blue geraniums to self 
seed, and let the grass grow long. Wild roses 
thrive on poor soils, and are robust enough 
to withstand any competition. They are 
healthy (I rarely see black spot or rust), 
beautiful and, although they don’t repeat, 
their combined flowering period stretches 
from late April to early July, followed by 
vividly coloured hips and wonderfully 
varied autumn leaf colour. 

The garden is on land rented from the 
National Trust, though the Trust had no 
input into the design or building of the 
garden, and the garden has always been 
self-financing, thanks to the many kind 
visitors who beat a path to our door. The 
lease expires in 2028. 

But no garden is forever. All gardens are 
merely lent to us — and I find comfort in 
the thought that I will simply be joining 
all those other ghosts who thronged the 
garden when I found it an empty field all 


those years ago. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Dower House Garden, Morville Hall, 
near Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV16 5NB. 

Tel 01746 714407. 

Open Wednesdays, Sundays and Bank 
Holidays, 2-6pm, April to September. 


Turn the page for 12 favourite roses 
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lipped yew hedges offer a formal counterbalance to 
ilder planting in the Cloister Garden, where 

| forms of Rosa x alba and R. gallica are supported 
by an arrangement of trellis and rails, including 

R. x alba ‘Alba Semiplena’ over an arbour on the right. 


historic garden 
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ns ; Maintaining a wild rose-garden 


i Plant roses quite densely in groups of at least 
two orthree, with-plenty of space between’groups, 
to achieve.an architectural effect. 
2 Keep roots clear of competition for the first few 
years, after which they will look after themselves. 
3 Allow the natural arching shape of the bushes to 
develop. Never shorten the stems. 
4 Some old wood can be thinned out, if required, 
by cutting selected\stems right down to the ground 
to\stimulate.new growth. However, it is a goodtidea 
to leave a framework of older wood.aS.a corset to 
maintain the shape of the clump: 
f 5 Provide other shrubs or trees for support. Roses 
=))\are natural scramblers, and most wild roses can be 
: < encouraged to climb. 
: = j =46 Experiment with growing some of the biggest 
sere : i ;«\amblers on the flatjallowing them to mound: 


themselves up into.thickets® 
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Kathérine at Morville Hall stenpside 
a fragrant Rosa}Fantin-Latour. 


favourite roses 


Some of Katherine’s favourites from 
among her historic wild rose collection 


1 Rosa ‘Janet’s Pride’ 

Its sweetly pretty, semi-double flowers are 
white with a distinctive edging of bright 
pink. Very prickly. 1.5m. 


2 R. x richardii 

Ravishingly beautiful, large, single flowers 
with the texture of crumpled silk. These 
open with a hint of a blush but quickly pale 
to white and are very freely borne on a lax 
shrub. Im. USDA 5a-6a’. 


3 R. moyesii 

Deep-crimson flowers on a vigorous bush, 
followed by spectacular, flagon-shaped, 
orange hips. A variable species, with a 
number of slightly differently coloured 
named forms. 3m. USDA 5a-9b. 


4 R. nutkana ‘Plena’ 

Its rose-pink, semi-double flowers and 
elegant tapering buds are beautifully set off 
by ferny, blue-green leaves and dark-red new 
shoots. Early flowering and with a heavenly 
scent. 2.5m. AGM* RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b. 


5 R. villosa 

Known as the apple rose for its round, red 
hips, borne early in the season. The foliage 
is strikingly grey, contrasting nicely with the 
clear pink, single flowers. 2m. USDA 4a-8b. 
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6 R. roxburghii 

Very distinctive, with peeling cinnamon- 
coloured bark and compound leaves of up 
to 15 leaflets. The flowers are shell pink and 
the hips large, green and very spiny, like 
small conkers. 2.5m. USDA 6a-9b. 


7 R. pendulina 

An interesting rose with dark-pink, single 
flowers with a hint of blue in their make- 

up, and smooth, thornless stems that are 
reddish-purple when young. Very hardy and 
early flowering. 1.75m. USDA 6a-9b. 


8 R. ‘Flora Mclvor’ 

This R. rubiginosa seedling has small, crisp 
leaves and dark-pink, single flowers with 
the characteristic rubiginosa white eye, 
followed by oval scarlet hips. Tall, vigorous 
and very prickly. 2.5m. 


9 R. setipoda 

A lovely rose from central China, with 
exquisite pale, quite large, shell-pink 
flowers, slightly fluted at the edges, giving 
rise to bunches of enormous, plump, 
orange-red, flagon-shaped hips. It makes a 
large, but graceful, arching bush. 3m. 


10 R. ‘Splendens’ 

Dark-crimson buds open to neat semi- 
double white flowers with an intriguing 
scent, which has earned it the name of 
myrrh-scented rose. 5m. USDA 4a-9b. 


11 R. ‘Blanche Double de Coubert’ 

A double form of R. rugosa from Japan, with 
tissue-thin, paper-white, crinkled flowers, 
crisp, bright-green foliage and lovely yellow 
autumn colour. Superbly scented, but 
rarely sets hips. Very prickly. 1.75m. AGM. 
RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


12 R. forrestiana 

Masses of small, pinkish-crimson flowers 
with prominent cream anthers cluster all 
along the purplish-green stems of this 
shrub rose from southwest China. Has a 
lanky, arching habit. Bees love it. 2m. 


* Katherine is currently working on a new 
book, A Rose for Morville, that will weave the 
stories of two intertwined love affairs — one 
ancient, one modern — with a history of garden 
roses and a present-day quest to discover the 
wild roses of Shropshire. 


From ancient species to modern hybrids, foxgloves can/be used to (a 
add lightness, romance or architecture, depending on the scheme 


WORDS MATTHEW BIGGS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRA X 


Digitalis purpurea ‘Dalmatian Purple’ 
An elegant, short-lived and well branched 


perennial, that flowers in its first year, with 


dense, sturdy spikes of evenly spaced, 


outward-facing flowers. These are 


lavender purple with maroon interior 


spotting and evenly spaced around an 


¥ 


upright stem. Self-seeds freely. 
90cm. USDA 4a-9bt. 


In brief 
What Biennial to short-lived 


herbaceous or evergreen perennial. 
Origins Europe and Africa, concentrated 


around the Mediterranean basin. 


Season Variable — late spring to 

late autumn and beyond. 

Size Vertical spikes vary from 

around 60cm to 2m. 

onditions Again varies from moist, 
dappled shade to hot, dry, free-draining 
conditions, depending on the species. 


Matthew Biggs 

is a Kew-trained 
gardener, TV 
presenter and the 
author of several 
books. He is also 
a regular panellist 
on BBC Radio 4's 
Gardeners’ 
Question Time. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


plant profile digitalis 


oxgloves are popular in a host of 

planting styles from traditional 

cottage gardens to the contemporary 
perennial plantings of Piet Oudolf and the 
New Perennial movement. 

There are 25 species and forms in the 
genus Digitalis, found throughout Europe, 
northwest Africa and central Asia in a range 
of habitats from woodland clearings to 
sub-alpine meadows. The only true biennial is 
Digitalis purpurea and its cultivars, although 
some modern purpurea hybrids are classed as 
short-lived perennials. Most foxgloves, 
including ancient species and modern 
hybrids, are perennials, whose lifespan varies 
according to the growing conditions but is 
usually three to five years. 

Perennial species are divided into two 
groups: herbaceous perennials, such as 
D. grandiflora and D. lutea, which die down 
during cold winters and those retaining an 
evergreen rosette, including D. parviflora and 
D. ferruginea. The species flower from early to 
midsummer but the new hybrids are sterile, 
so flower for a longer period — from spring to 
autumn and beyond during mild winters — 
because they do not set seed. They also tend 
to swap elegance for robustness, producing 
denser spikes of more upright flowers. 

“People are familiar with the foxglove, so 
are not overawed by the variety, meaning we 
can offer many of the more unusual ones and 
people are prepared to give them a try,” 
explains Terry Baker, holder of the 
Digitalis National Collection. 

The natural elegance of all the cultivated 
species can be used to add lightness, 
romance or architecture, depending on the 
scheme. Smaller species, such as D. lutea and 
long-flowering modern hybrids, including 
D. purpurea ‘Dalmation Peach’ with its 
subtle, pale-apricot flowers, are ideal for 
growing in pots in courtyard gardens. 

For larger gardens, drifts of white foxgloves, 
such as D. purpurea “Dalmatian White’ or 
D. purpurea f. albiflora look magnificent [> 
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[> when planted among Betula utilis var. 
jacquemontii, with ferns; their white 
flowers described by Terry as looking 
“ethereal at dusk”. 

Among the most popular choices for 
garden designers are white-flowered forms 
and selections from the sterile Polkadot 
Series. These hybrids were developed by 
Charles Valin, a plant breeder at 
Thompson & Morgan, and like many new 
hybrids they produce dense, flower-filled 
spikes over a long period with individual 
flowers that are larger than traditional 
digitalis. Two other sterile hybrids, ‘Lucas’ 
and “Martina; were bred in the 
Netherlands by Maarten van der Sar to 
make short, well-branched plants for 
containers, although ‘Martina’ at 1m, is 
tall enough for use in borders. 

D. ferruginea, described by the botanist 
Carl Linnaeus in 1753, is now a stalwart 
of New Perennial plantings and often used 
as a counterpoint to grasses such as 
Stipa tenuissima and Stipa gigantea. 
Slender in stature with attractive 
honey-brown flowers densely packed 
along the stem, it exudes elegance and 
sophistication in flower and has a strong 
architectural form in winter, when frosted 
and festooned with spider webs. 

Some of the smaller species such as 
D. minor and D. obscura are so dainty 
that they are ideal for screes, or rock 
gardens. I grow D. laevigata to provide 
interest among shrubs and myrtle, or 
to embellish a bulb bed. 

In 1785 the English botanist and 
physician William Withering published 
An Account of the Foxglove describing its 
medicinal use in the treatment of ‘dropsy’ 
as it regulated and strengthened the 
heartbeat. Digoxin, derived from the 
leaves of the plant, is still used in some 
drugs today. It was once prescribed for the 
treatment of epilepsy, and too much can 
effect a patient’s vision, creating halos 
around objects and making the colour 
yellow seem more prominent. It is 
thought this was prescribed to Vincent 
van Gogh during in his ‘yellow’ period — 
evidenced notably in his painting The 
Starry Night. And in his Portrait of 
Dr Gachet he depicts the physician 
with a stem of D. purpurea. The foxglove 
has an impact on art whether the 
medium is oils or plants. 


* Matthew's recommendations for digitalis 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Biennial 


Digitalis purpurea ‘Sutton’s Apricot’ 
Apricot and deep-pink buds gradually open 
to soft apricot-pink flowers. Flourishes in 
sun or part shade and self-seeds freely in 
undisturbed soil. Excellent cut flower. 

1.2m. AGM* RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


D. purpurea f. albiflora 

Gertrude Jekyll used this form extensively 
in her white planting schemes. The pure- 
white flowers, with light freckling in the 
throat, are ideal for illuminating dark 
corners. 1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


D. purpurea ‘Pam’s Choice’ 

Eye-catching and dramatic with sturdy spires 
of large, white flowers with a rich maroon 
throat. Bred from seed of a foxglove found on 
a compost heap at Wayside Gardens in South 
Carolina, USA. 1.5m. USDA 4a-8b. 


D. purpurea Foxy Group 

This compact group, produces a mix of 
pink and white blooms with bold, purple 
speckled throats, all around the stem. 
Blooms in the first year from a late-winter 
sowing. 90cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


plant profile digitalis 


D. purpurea 

Glittering Prizes Group 

An elegant, majestic plant with 
dense spikes of large flowers in 
shades of purple to lilac, rose and 
white, with attractively mottled 
throats. Ideal for the back of 

a border or as a cut flower. 

1.8m. USDA 4a-8b. 


Biennial continued 


D. purpurea ‘Candy Mountain’ 

The first foxglove with an upward-facing 
flower. Deep-pink buds open to reveal 
freckled throats of densely packed, deep- 
rose-pink blooms on upright stems. Ideal 
for planting in drifts. 14m. USDA 4a-8b. 


————— 


D. purpurea ‘Purple Carousel’ 

Densely packed spikes of deep purple-pink 
flowers with attractive, raspberry-pink 
blotching in the throat. Produces blooms 
all-round the stem, making it ideal for 
containers. 80cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


GAP PHOTOS/HEATHER 


D. ‘Martina’ 

A recent introduction producing multiple 
elegant spikes of soft-pink flowers, it is ideal 
in containers or borders. Cut back fading 
flower stems to prolong the flowering 
season. lm. USDA 4a-8b. 


D. purpurea Gloxinioides Group 

Raised in the late 1880s by the Rev W Wilks 
comes ina range of colours including pink, 
purple and yellow. The flowers look like those 
of a ‘Gloxinia’ with frilly edges and blotching 
and spotting in the throat. 2m. USDA 4a-8b. 


Perennial 


D. ferruginea 

Striking, honey-coloured flowers, which are 
attractive to bees, are densely packed around 
the stiff spires of this elegant perennial. An 
architectural plant in both summer and 
winter. 1.8m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


D. grandiflora 

This clump-forming perennial boasts large, 
pretty, primrose-yellow flowers with pointed 
petals. Its soft tones combine well with almost 
any other colour. Herbaceous so dies back in 
winter. 60cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


D. lanata 

Small, pale-tan flowers, marked with violet- 
brown veins, and held on broad spikes, spring 
from a rosette of dark-green leaves and have a 
protruding curved, white lip. Covered in tiny 
hairs. Im. RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 


D. lutea 

Asmall foxglove, ideal for containers or the 
front of a border, with slender spikes of 
primrose-yellow flowers. Hardy and thrives in 
sun or shade. Comes true from seed, so good 
for naturalising. 60cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


D. obscura 

Perennial sub-shrub with leathery, deep-green 
leaves. The orange-to-brown, funnel-shaped 
flowers are marked in the throat with netted 
veins and spots. Needs full sun and excellent 
drainage. 40cm. RHS H3, USDA 4a-8b. 


D. parviflora 

Compact, with deep-green leaves and slender 
spikes of bronze-brown flowers. If mainstem 
is cut back after flowering, further smaller 
flower spikes will grow. Thrives in sun or part 
shade. 90cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


plant profile digitalis 


Cultivation 


* Larger cultivars or hybrids need 
moisture-retentive, free-draining 
soil, ideally loosened with a fork 
before planting, in sun or part shade. 
Digitalis purpurea and its cultivars will 
grow on clay with nothing more than 
a mulch of well-rotted organic matter, 
but do not reach the same stature as 
those on richer soils. 

* Species such as D. ferruginea and 
D. lanata prefer hotter, drier and 
more gravelly soil. They all dislike 
competition from other plants, so 

do not plant them too close together 
or expect them to compete with 
vigorous perennials. They are 
generally trouble free in cultivation. 

+ The best size to buy for successful 
growing on is in 9cm pots. Most will 
flower the same year if planted before 
May. If you don’t want the seed, cut 
back the flowering spikes after 
blooming and new flowering side- 
shoots will form. 


Propagation 


+ Foxgloves, particularly the sterile 
hybrids whose inflorescences naturally 
branch, can be propagated from 5cm 
‘heel’ cuttings. Because you are 
rooting a potential flowering stem, it 
will try to produce flowers, so these 
should be pinched out as they form 
then the lower buds will form growth. 
* Seeds can be sown at almost any 
time of year. Transplanted into pots, 
they are ideal for filling gaps in 
borders if sown from six to 12 months 
in advance. The best times to sow 
seed are January, for spring the 
following year, and late August, for 
alate-summer flowering. 

* If you can leave plants to self-seed 
in borders you'll find they have the 
knack of finding the perfect spot to 
bloom. In my garden, they have taken 
up residence at the base of a dark 
yew hedge. After flowering, remove 
the seedheads and scatter the seeds 
elsewhere in the garden or collect 
them in a paper bag for later sowing. 
* Foxgloves hybridise so if you grow 
several selections you will end up 
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with unpredictable colouration unless 
groups are isolated from each other. 
Colour forms can be selected after 
germination, those with purple tints 
to the leaves will be purple, those 
without will usually be white. Seeds 
from the lower capsules on a spike 
are more ‘true to seed’ 

* Divide sterile cultivars every two or 
three years, cut them back to ground 
level after flowering and divide when 
the new shoots appear. 


Recommended reading 


Foxgloves: A Practical Guide for 
Gardeners by Terry and Mary Baker. 
(Rootsdown Publications, £5.99). 
Available from July, from The Botanic 
Nursery, see below. 


Where to see and buy 


* The Botanic Nursery 
Stonar School Walled Garden, 
Coombe Lane, Atworth, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 8NU. 

Tel 07850 328756, 
thebotanicnursery.co.uk 

Open March to October, offers the 
widest range of foxgloves in the 
British Isles and holds the National 
Collection, which you can view during 
its Foxglove Week, 1-4 June 2017. 

« Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants 
Priory Lane Nursery, Freefolk Priors, 
Whitchurch, Hampshire RG28 7FA. 
Tel 01256 896533, 
hardys-plants.co.uk 

* Long Acre Plants 
Charlton Musgrove, nr Wincanton, 
Somerset BAO 8EX. 

Tel 01963 32802, 
plantsforshade.co.uk 

* Thompson & Morgan 
Tel 0844 573181, 
thompson-morgan.com 


Reader offer 


Gardens Illustrated readers can 
enjoy an exclusive discount on four 
foxglove collections, each made 

up of three different cultivars, 

from The Botanic Nursery. 

See page 114 for details. 
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Perennial continued 


D. ‘Polkadot Pippa’ 

Arobust plant producing intense rose- 
coloured flowers, with a golden throat and 
pointed lip. Flowers from late spring to first 
frosts. Flourishes in moist, well-drained soil in 
sun or part shade. 80cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


D. ‘Polkadot Polly’ 

Another robust plant from the Polkadot 
series, producing masses of hanging, pale- 
pink flowers on willowy stems. A sterile hybrid, 
it has a long flowering season from early 
summer onwards. 90cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


D. purpurea ‘Dalmatian Peach’ 

This elegant, understated short-lived 
perennial plant produces small bells of 
subtle pink around the sterns. Ideal in pot 
or as acompanion to pale-blue 
campanulas. 60cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


D. purpurea subsp. heywoodii 

Atiny, branching perennial, covered in white 
hairs, of delicate beauty with silvery-grey 
foliage, creamy-yellow buds and white flowers. 
Amust for a sunny rock garden or in poor 
free-draining soil. 45cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


GES WERE TAKEN 


TANIC NURSERY IN WILTSHIRE WHERE THESE IMA‘ 


MANY THANKS TO THE BOT 


plant profile digitalis 
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D. purpurea ‘Snowy Mountain 

A plant of conside rable presence 
and poise s dense spikes of 

i evareperitine pure-white 
flowers — their throats lightly 
speckled With burgundy — emerge 
from creamy-yellow buds and are 
_ held upright all round the stem. 
~ 80cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


Sarah Cook 


Sissinghurst’s one-time head gardener on how a chance encounter in a fishmonger’s shop 
set her ona journey from rebel without a cause to the saviour of Cedric Morris irises 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hen she was young Sarah Cook was the girl who 
W. always sat at the back of the class, a bit naughty, 

slightly disruptive, sometimes rebellious but masses 
of fun and full of energy. That energy was harnessed into a 
journey that led her to become head gardener of Sissinghurst 
Castle and to champion irises bred by the artist Cedric Morris. 
Listening to her recount her life, I get the sense that wherever she 
went, both the fun and the rebelliousness went along with her. 

Sarah grew up on her parent’s Suffolk fruit farm. “We were 
outdoors all the time. I’ve always been a country girl and am 
happiest outdoors,” she says. “Even at a young age I was a tiny 
bit argumentative and always knew what I wanted.” 

After school Sarah took a year out (this was the late 1960s, 
long before the gap year became ubiquitous) to spend three 
months in Venice and to hitchhike around Europe before 
studying geography at New Hall College, Cambridge. The 
paths for geography graduates led either into teaching or 
into town planning, neither of which appealed to Sarah so 
for a period she drifted from waitressing to working in a fish 
shop while she mulled over her future. 

As she was closing the fishmonger one Friday she confided 
to a customer that she did not know what to do with her life. 
“She sat me down there and then and said ‘OK, let’s work it out.” 
The pair talked and decided that what would make Sarah most 
happy would be to be a gardener. That chance encounter and 
conversation over the wet fish counter changed her life. “I went 
to work in a garden on the edge of Bodmin Moor for three years 
as a trainee gardener, happy as Larry.” 

From Bodmin Sarah went to work at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew. “Not on the posh student course,” she says, “but 
working as a gardener with lots of training.” After Kew Sarah 
got the job of an under gardener at Sissinghurst Castle where she 
first met Jim Marshall, then the National Trust gardens’ adviser 
who many years later would become her husband. After four 
years at Sissinghurst she was asked to become head gardener 
at Upton House where, she later learned, the gardeners were 
appalled by the idea of a female head gardener. 

“T was really sad to leave Upton House but the offer of head 
gardener at Sissinghurst came up and I couldn't refuse it. Pam 
and Sibylle [Pamela Schwerdt and Sibylle Kreutzberger, her 
predecessors as joint head gardeners] spent a lot of time talking 
to me about the thinking behind the garden and they were 


generous, brilliant, brilliant gardeners and I learned masses 

from them.” Sarah was not daunted by the responsibility of caring 
for one of the country’s most important gardens. “There were 
probably hairy moments but I have forgotten them,” she says. 

“I remember my time in Sissinghurst as being a joyful one. 
Intellectually it was fascinating to try and get my head around 
what Vita [Sackville-West] was trying to do.” 

When, in 2004, Sarah and Jim decided to retire they returned 
to the landscape of Sarah’s childhood around the village of 
Hadleigh in Suffolk. “Jim was worried I might get bored but I 
have never been bored in my life,” she says. She had been 
intrigued when she first worked at Sissinghurst to discover an iris 
called ‘Benton Nigel’ that she learned had been bred by the artist 
Cedric Morris and given by him to Vita Sackville-West. 

“T knew that Cedric Morris had lived in Hadleigh, because 
as a child I had visited his garden, Benton End. Pam and Sibylle 
let me have a piece of the iris for my mother’s garden because I 
felt it should be back in the area where it was bred. When I left 
Sissinghurst and started making my own garden there were 
four of Cedric’s irises available commercially and I wondered 
what could have happened to the rest of them. They are so 
beautiful, I wanted to find more.” 

Supported by Jim, Sarah doggedly pursued Cedric’s irises 
(she speaks of the artist as if he were still alive and simply 
gardening further down the lane). Eventually, she was able to 
propose to Suffolk nurseryman David Howard that he grow the 
plants commercially. “There is no point in having a collection, 
unless you share it,” says Sarah. Together they presented the 
collection at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in 2015, winning a 
gold medal and enchanting visitors with the elegance of the irises. 

Sarah is now looking for the lost irises of other British 
breeders and starting to focus on her own garden. “I get happier 
and happier as life goes on,” she enthuses. “I loved gardening on 
that very first day I started and I’ve loved it ever since. From that 
moment on I have had a wonderful life being a gardener.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about how Plant Heritage is helping to conserve other 
once-loved garden plants that have fallen out of fashion at nccpg.com 


NEXT MONTH Tim Upson, director of horticulture at the RHS. 


“There were probably hairy moments at Sissinghurst but I have 
forgotten them. I remember my time there as a joyful one” 
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Tom Stuart-Smith 
is one of the UK's most 


celebrated designers. 
He is currently working 
on the RHS's new 
garden near Salford. 


Like many designers of my generation, the Kew 
Conference of 1994 was a key moment when it 
seemed as though the massed planting of 
perennials became the new orthodox. 

Piet Oudolf has, without doubt, been the 
standard bearer. The man who made us fall in love 
with death and decay also introduced us to so 
many new perennials that had more subdued and 
subtle charms than many of the screaming 
hemerocallis and crocosmias we had got used to. 
And much more than this, these plants were well 
behaved, generally long lived, slowly expanding and 
with a long season of textural interest. I recall the 
laminated display panels that used to be in the 
garden at Pensthorpe in Norfolk, which showed 
Piet’s planting plans of ten years before and it was 
still pretty much the same; the same confident, 
painterly sweeps of soft, Venetian reds and browns, 
and a brilliantly controlled abundance. 

Cassian Schmidt’s experiments at Hermannshof 
in Germany around the same time achieved a 
different sort of stability. A much more dynamic 
one, where plants, carefully chosen for their growth 
characteristics and habitat were planted in a tight 
matrix and left to fight it out. Even though the 
matrix was repeated over a large area, the planting 
had an electrifying spontaneity to it. There was a 
tension between the dry science of the matrix and 
the breathtaking naturalism of the result. It was, 
and still is, enormously inspiring. 

The same kind of tension exists in James 
Hitchmougl’s pioneering work on perennial 


comment 


“There is something 

almost alchemical 

about the transformation 

of a packet of mixed 

seeds into a dynamic, 
changing meadow landscape” 


seeding [see our feature on page 42]. We have 
collaborated over about ten years on a variety of 
projects and I still think that the combination of 
planting and seeding offers endless possibilities, 
only a fraction of which have been explored. There 
is something almost alchemical about the 
transformation of a packet of mixed seeds, into 

a dynamic, changing meadow landscape. But 
‘landscape’ is the key word. This is a technique 

for big spaces, not small back gardens. 

If I were to be critical of where we are now in 
our use of perennials, I think that many designers 
use them like so much paint. I was recently working 
on a garden in the USA, where when we came to 
set out the plants, the gardener shouted “OK guys! 
Let’s get some product in there!” 

This route is a creative dead end. Another, more 
rewarding route is one that takes more time and 
more understanding. This is one where we do what 
many of the best gardeners have always done: to 
create and nurture places that are designed, like any 
ecological system, to develop and change over time, 
and which develop a spatial, ecological and 
narrative richness. With this approach the design is 
just a starting point, not a fixed prescription. 

There is snag here though, in that this 
approach relies on having knowledgeable, creative 
gardeners who understand that caring for a 
garden can be every bit as worthwhile as designing 
one. With so little career structure for aspiring 
gardeners and so little pay on offer, it is not 
very surprising that they are in short supply. [>> 
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Noél Kingbury 
is a garden designer 


and writer whose 
own garden reflects 
his passion for 
wild-style planting. 


68 


Jn Noél’s ow semi-wild garden on 
ythe Welsh borders, various forms of. 
Aquilegia vulgarisgtow among local 

y.wildflowers "Anthriscus sylvestris, Trollius 
F "europaeus and Polemonium.caeruleum. 
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Old’ perennials 
often died out or 
deteriorated without 
regular attention, 
‘new ones are 
seriously long-lived” 


The past 20-odd years have seen perennials replace 
shrubs as the mainstay of the garden centre, and the 
main focus of many gardens. This has happened 
alongside a move towards more naturalistic 
planting styles and, what is probably the most 
influential movement of all, the concept of the 
wildlife garden — the garden as mini-nature reserve. 
What has all this meant for the day-to-day 
management of gardens? And where is it likely to 
lead, particularly for larger gardens or public spaces? 

Fundamental to the contemporary interest in 
perennials is the fact that the New Perennial range 
is very different to the one that dominated gardens 
for much of the 20th century. Whereas ‘old’ 


perennials, such as delphiniums and Michaelmas 
daisies, often died out or deteriorated without 
regular attention, ‘new ones are seriously long- 
lived, usually with no reduction in flowering or 
other performance over time: many species of 
Geranium, Euphorbia or Rudbeckia just keep on 
going — and keep on growing, potentially forming 
weed suppressing clumps. Of the shorter-lived 
species that are now used, many readily self-sow, 
another aspect of the more relaxed modern 
attitude to garden management. 

However, there is a problem with weed 
control, especially for those in the mild and 
wetter west of Britain. North European grasses 
have an optimum operating temperature below 
10°C, while for the vast majority of perennials 
have an optimum operating temperature above 
that, so weedy grass growth during mild winters 
will inevitably dominate later-emerging 
perennials. Perennial plantings can need a lot of 
maintenance compared to shrubs, and the 
increasing opprobrium directed at glyphosate- 
based herbicides makes weed management more 
problematic still. Some ornamental grasses and 
short-lived garden perennials can also add to the 
problem through their very extensive self-sowing. 

For those gardeners who want perennials but 
with reduced maintenance, or who manage 
larger, or public, spaces, the lesson seems to be 
firstly, dense planting — I use around nine plants 
per square metre — and secondly, using a high 
proportion of semi-evergreen plants at ground 
level. Inspired by several decades of research into 
planting design in Germany, I have been trying 
this at home with randomised mixes of Geranium 
species, which grow at low temperatures, 
evergreens, such as Phlomis russeliana, and a more 
limited number of later-flowering species that have 
both big root systems and a limited (but definite) 
ability to spread, including asters, small-flowered 
Solidago species and, of course, grasses. 

There is room for bulbs, and possibly also 
spring-growing but summer-dormant perennials 
such as many Primula, Anemone and Ajuga 
species. However, there is too much competition 
for slow-growing or delicate species and 
many sub-shrubs, such as lavenders, and not 
much room for self-sowers. Research into 
planting mixes such as this show a lot of 
potential for genuinely low-maintenance 
planting. More artistically driven and high- 
diversity plant combinations will, however, 
inevitably require more looking after. Matching 
plant selection with availability of time 
for maintenance looks like the essential 
relationship to work out. 


NOEL KINGSBURY 


MARIANNE MAJERUS 


“We have seen a movement back towards some 
of the complexity of traditional English style. 
We are seeing the return of shrubs (including 
roses) as larger grasses become less popular” 


The decisive moment for the New Perennial 
movement in Britain can be dated to 1994, when 
Piet Oudolf was one of the speakers at a Kew 
Conference entitled “Perennial Perspectives. 

What was most heretical about Oudolf’s 
approach was the way he claimed never to think 
about colour when making planting plans; his focus 
is solely on plant form, the structure of plantings in 
drifts and clumps, and an overall rhythm or sense 
of continuum in the garden. This was, and is, 
anathema to the Arts and Crafts tradition of 
Gertrude Jekyll. In time the narrative or episodic 
quality to traditional English garden design would 
be jettisoned in favour of a garden structure in 
which there was no beginning, middle or end — just 
an overall space flavour. We were moving towards 
an immersive as opposed to pictorial approach. 

Many — but by no means all — British gardeners 
took to New Perennials with a palpable sense of 
relief, replacing shrubs with the larger grasses, 
generally paring down the plant palette and letting 
colour ‘just happer’. Some cottage gardeners, 
working in a shabby-chic, serendipitously 
‘embroidered’ manner, started to see the merit of 
clarity in the form of drift plantings. With this 
palette of grasses and ‘prairie’ perennials, early 
autumn became a kind of ‘fifth seasom’ in many 
gardens, with September/October eclipsing May/ 
June as the horticultural high point. 

It took a decade or so for New Perennials 
to go mainstream but it was helped along by 
some high-profile Chelsea Flower Show gardens 
by the likes of Christopher Bradley-Hole and 
Tom Stuart-Smith. By the mid 2000s, New 
Perennials had become ‘smart. 

More recently there has been a focus on the 
replication or selective quotation of ‘plant 
communities’ experienced in the wild, and the 
treatment of gardens almost as labs for 
horticultural experimentation. The Sheffield 
School under James Hitchmough has led the way 
with this ‘scientific attitude. It’s a methodology 
that was always there in New Perennials; another 
early name for the style was ‘matrix planting’ while 
proponents tend to dislike the term ‘naturalistic’ 

So what next for the New Perennial 
movement? Garden style tends to move in cycles 


of decades and half-decades, and in our 
garden culture as a whole since around 2012 
I think we have seen a movement away from 
hard-core, Oudolfian New Perennials and back 
towards some of the complexity of traditional 
English style. We are seeing the return of shrubs 
(including roses) to gardens, as the larger grasses 
have become less popular — perhaps because they 
are such a signature of the New Perennial look. 
British gardeners are very competitive and 
that is a good thing because complacency equals 
dull uniformity — my recent experience of New 
Perennial gardens in the Netherlands, where I saw 
a number of gardens featuring almost identical 
plants. A sense of competition inspires originality 
and individuality, and as a result garden style in 


Britain is in a continual state of evolution. 
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in a more scientific approach to combining > 

’ plantingcHere Lychnis coronaria Octlata Group “ Ba 

and Allium ‘Globemaster’ combine ih” 


their meadow at Londo Olympic Park. 


a 


comment 


Tim Richardson 

is the author of The 
New English Garden, a 
survey of today’s most 
significant gardens. 


Little Britain 


From her Arizona studio, ceramic artist Andrea Shemilt Kashanipour 
creates exquisite miniature sets of iconic English gardens 


WORDS DOMINIQUE CORLETT PHOTOGRAPHS BRIAN SHEMILT 
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“Tt’s the character of Staffordshire Pottery that appeals, a 
character that got lost with mass production. I want to get back 
to that feel of things created from a soulful, story-telling place” 


na shelf in a sunny workshop in Sedona, Arizona, sits a charming little clay dachshund 
between a pair of truncated green square pyramids. Carved on top of each pyramid is a creature 
with a large tail. The pieces may lack detail, you might even describe them as naive, but there is no 
mistaking the shapes: they are miniature pottery versions of the peacock topiary at Great Dixter. 

The studio’s owner, ceramic artist Andrea Shemilt Kashanipour, moves the three pieces on to 
the workbench, and arranges them in various positions, absorbed for a moment in her 
imagination. “I like the sculptural quality of hedges and topiary, and I like having pieces that you 
can rearrange, so you can play with your art. This Great Dixter set is just a nod really. At the other 
end of the scale is the dovecote and knot garden at Rousham. It’s 24 pieces and it’s huge.” 

This is Andrea’s latest project: a set of famous English gardens, which includes the bathing pool 
and hedges at Hidcote and topiary at Levens Hall. The sunken garden at Hampton Court Palace is 
in progress. Andrea has created garden forms before; fountains, flower beds, ornamental trees, 
even blocks of different-shaped clipped hedges for arranging your own parterre, but this is the first 
time she has created specific places. “It was Juliet [Roberts, former editor of Garden Illustrated] 
who suggested the iconic gardens and I thought it was a great idea,” says Andrea. “I thought about 
how we remember places that we've visited. In the early days of Staffordshire Pottery, pottery was a 
way of commemorating events. You get these collections of bull fights and boxing matches. They 
capture a time and a place before people took photographs or bought posters or T-shirts. I 
thought wouldn’t it be nice, instead of a photograph, to have a memory of a place in 3D.” 

Alongside the greenery sit some of Andrea’s other pieces: animal-form candlesticks and figurines 
of historical characters. All share the same charmingly naive, folksy feel. They are inspired by the 
early Staffordshire figures and by American folk ceramics. She got to know both well during frequent 
visits to the DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts Museum in Williamsburg, Virginia, while living nearby. 
“Tt was the character that appealed to me, a character that got lost with mass production. I want to 
get back to that feel of things created from a soulful, story-telling place,” she says. 

Andrea started making her ceramics about five years ago. She first had a go at Marie Antoinette, 
which was an instant hit on her Etsy shop, encouraging her to keep going. She had previously 
worked as a primary school art teacher, making her artwork in her spare time, but as her business 
grew she was able to leave teaching to focus on her art. All the work is handmade as one-offs or 
limited edition runs and fired in the kiln in her garage. It might be a small operation, but it is 
getting noticed: her candlesticks recently featured in the New York Times. 

Andrea puts her love of English gardens down to visits on her travels and time spent staying 
with her parents in Buckinghamshire during her early thirties. “Their house was just down the 
road from Cliveden and I spent many glorious afternoons in the gardens there,” she says. 

The quaintly European miniature world that makes up Andrea’s work is beguiling but seems 
vaguely out of place in her surroundings: the view from her window is of jagged peaks of red rock 
jutting into deep-blue sky. The native plants here are cacti and succulents. So how did she end up ina 
studio by the desert making ceramic topiary? “I’m a Canadian, who lives in Arizona, it might be that 
I feel a little starved for greenery,” she laughs. “Actually ’m the worst gardener, but I also love 


gardens. I guess this is just me creating gardens in my own way.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Andrea’s garden sculptures are available through her Etsy shop artknacky.etsy.com. Her work 
is also stocked by theshopfloorproject.com. For more information see askceramic.com 


1 Onachurch-shaped shelf unit in her sunny 
studio, Andrea displays a selection of her work. 
2 From a careful line drawing, Andrea has 
made a faithful model of the dovecote and 
knot garden at Rousham House in Oxfordshire 
(compare it to the real thing on page 84). 

3 A watercolour sketch of Cliveden House in 
Berkshire — a garden Andrea knows well from 
her many trips to England in her thirties. 

4 Christopher Lloyd, former owner and creator 
of the garden at Great Dixter, was a great lover 
of dachshunds; they’re now almost as iconic 
of the garden as its peacock topiary. 

5 Andrea has captured the amazing variety 
of topiary at Levens Hall in Cumbria. 

6 Andrea made this watercolour sketch of 
the sunken garden at Hampton Court Palace 
in preparation for her most recent model. 
7 Andrea’s faithful reconstruction of the 
fountain and hedges of Hidcote. 

8 There’s not a box hedge in sight from 
Andrea’s studio window, just juniper and oak 
trees, and Arizona’s red-rock hills. 
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is page Veronica longifolia 

_ ‘Pink Eveline’ produces large spikes of 
inkish-white flowers from midsummer. 
Opposite page Inspirational containers 
outside a small café offer a taster of 
Treberfydd’s vast range of plants. 
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hree-and-a-half years ago, Alison 
Sparshatt saw an advert for the sale of a 
‘derelict plant nursery in a walled garden’. 
The business she bought was in a beautiful 
location, but was little more than waist-high 
weeds, old polytunnels and five commercial 
greenhouses. There were no plants of value, 
save an ancient fig and a couple of apple 
trees. It had been a nursery where bedding 
plants were brought in, ‘fattened up’ and sold 
on, the indigenous soil and location having 
no bearing on what was grown, and there 
was no propagation at all. 

Not to be deterred, Alison saw the 
potential to create a very different kind of 
nursery within the handsome stone walls, 
selling hardy plants grown on site, in 
conjunction with an exciting garden where 
she could trial plants and show how to 
combine them. This juxtaposition of plants, 
the mix of colour and form, creating 
different moods and garden areas, is 
something she wants to develop further. 
Here is a nurserywoman who understands 
that a garden is much more than a collection 
of plants; it is the space plants inhabit and 
the way in which they are brought together 
that transforms them from individual 
specimens into a garden with the depth 
to stir our emotions. 

After taking away all of the polytunnels 
and half of the greenhouses, Alison set about 
improving the soil, installing 12 huge 
compost bins alongside one nettle and two 
comfrey beds. The nursery now produces 
most of the compost needed for mulching. 
The thick, annual mulch, along with 20 
metric tons of well-rotted manure a year, has 


1 In the nursery beds Alison creates 
combinations of plants to show how they 
perform in the deep borders. Here she has 
combined a mix of Astrantia major ‘Rubra’ 
and the chocolate-leafed Geranium ‘Dusky 
Criig’ with the leaf of Pulmonaria rubra, and 
Actaea simplex ‘Brunette’ 


2 Alongside cut flowers and edible produce, 
garden-inspired artwork and antiques are for 
sale in the nursery shop. This flower lamp 

is by Colin Chetwood. 


3 The edibles grown in the nursery have revived 
the spirit of the kitchen garden, which originally 
supplied vegetables to the Raikes family who 
lived at Treberfydd House. 
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transformed the clay into a friable soil that 
can now be hoed. 

The main criteria for her choice of plants 
is that Alison has to be passionate about them. 
They are selected for the quality of their 
flower and foliage, and architectural structure, 
or their use as an edible or herb. Plants have 
been sourced from lots of small specialist 
nurseries, but have also arrived from all sorts 
of gardening friends. Among her 
immaculately labelled plants are those named 
after the person who donated them. The 
occasional puzzled customer will ask about a 
phlox labelled as having come from so-and-so 
down the road. Alison will answer, “Well, it’s a 
beautiful form that has been growing 
successfully in that garden for 20 years, which 
is a better guarantee that it will do well in this 
climate than a named variety propagated in 
France and untested in our ground.” 

It is from those trusted nurseries and 
gardeners that Alison has gained so much 
knowledge about the plants she grows. From 
the outset, as a newcomer to the nursery 
world (if not to gardening), she has been led 
by her pragmatic nature and curiosity to 
explore different methods of propagation 
and growing, learning from experience and 
the experience of others. She would like to 
extend that generous sharing of knowledge 
to her customers. Here you can ask about 
that difficult corner in dry shade, and the 
suggestions will come bubbling out, the 
character of the plants described in as much 
detail as if they were friends, their foibles 
explained, and a hint of fond pride coming 
through in her account of the beautiful 


show that they will produce. 


Turn the page for 19 of Alison's favourite plants. 


4 Within the structure of an old greenhouse, 
a formal pond for water plants sits between 
raised beds full of annuals including 

Nigella and one of Alison's favourites, the 
fabulous white corncockle Agrostemma 
githago ‘Ocean Pearl. 


5 In large planters the woolly grey-white stems 
of Phlomis italica, happily associate with 
Stachys byzantina and the intense spots of 
colours provided by Knautia macedonica and 
Dianthus carthusianorum. 


6 Creating raised beds with good drainage has 
been essential for growing unusual herbs. Only 
those plants that are stunning and have excellent 
culinary or medical uses make it into these beds. 


of Alison’s top picks 


1 Erysimum ‘Bowles’s Mauve’ 
Long-flowering evergreen shrub with 
marvellous slate-green foliage. Rich, mauve 
flowers from March to November, if not all 
year round. Likes well-drained soil and full 
sun. 75cm. AGM* RHS H4, USDA 5a-9bt. 


2 Crambe cordifolia 

Bold, architectural plant. Dark-green basal 
foliage, with tall, branching sprays of tiny, 
white, deliciously scented flowers from 
June to August. Prefers well-drained soil in 
sun or partial shade 1.8m. AGM. RHS H4, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


3 Malva sylvestris var. mauritiana 

‘Bibor Felho’ 

Gorgeous, dark-purple flowers resembling 
crinkled tissue, which unfurl in May and keep 
emerging right through until October. Big, 
soft leaves and strong, vertical stems. Likes 
well-drained soil in full sun and a sheltered 
spot. 2m. USDA 4a-8b. 


4 Allium sativum var. ophioscorodon 
Commonly known as serpent garlic. Linear, 
grey-green leaves. Umbels of pinkish-white 
flowers are borne on flower stalks that are 
initially coiled like a snake before straightening 
out. Likes moist, but well-drained soil in sun. 
60cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 
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5 Centranthus ruber ‘Albus’ 
Semi-evergreen, grey-green leaves. Erect 
clusters of white, lightly scented flowers 
from spring to autumn. Self-seeds freely, but 
needs well-drained soil in full sun. 

80cm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


6 Linum grandiflorum 

Scarlet flowers from June to September over 
airy green foliage. A perfect annual. 

Likes well-drained soil in full sun. 50cm. AGM. 


7 Geranium ‘Dusky Crag’ 

Delicious, dark-chocolate-purple, mound- 
forming foliage. Delicate, pale-pink flowers 
from May to September. Needs moist, well- 
drained soil in sun or partial shade. 30cm. 


8 Stachys officinalis 

Upright perennial, commonly known as 
betony or bishop’s wort. Produces early, 
dark-green, scallop-edged, basal leaves and 
then dense, purple flower spikes from June 
to September. Prefers moist, well-drained 
soil and sun. 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


9 Salvia ‘Blue Note’ 

Compact shrub with small, intensely blue 
flowers and scented leaves. Long flowering 
season, from June to October. Prefers moist, 
well-drained soil in sun. 60cm. 


10 Galega officinalis ‘Alba’ 

Commonly known as goat's rue ‘Alba’ 
Robust, bushy perennial with bright-green 
divided leaves. Long, pure-white flower 
racemes all summer and early autumn. 

A good plant for cut-flower arrangements. 
1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


11 Salvia ‘Nachtvlinder’ 

Erect, aromatic, shrubby perennial with 
dark-green leaves and velvety plum-purple 
flowers. Long flowering season from June 
to October. Needs moist, well-drained soil 
in sun. 75cm. AGM. RHS H5. 


12 Dahlia merckii 

A hardy and very pretty single dahlia with 
tall, wiry stems over smooth, glossy foliage. 
Produces small, airy, lavender-pink flowers 
from June to September. Will thrive in well- 
drained soil in either sun or partial shade. 
1.2m. USDA 7b-11. 


Turn the page for more favourite plants. 


13 Sisyrinchium striatum 

Evergreen perennial with grey-green, 
sword-shaped leaves. Has erect stems 
with clusters of pale-yellow flowers in 
summer. Likes well-drained soil in full sun. 
40cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


14 Salvia sclarea var. turkestanica 

Biennial with large, aromatic leaves. Produces 
pale-mauve flowers on pinkish-white bracts 
from June to September. Likes well-drained 
soil in full sun. 1.2m. USDA 5a-9b. 


15 Astrantia major ‘Rubra’ 

Attractive, early clump-forming basal leaves. 
Long-flowering, dark, pink flower umbels from 
June to September. 90cm. USDA 4a-7b. 


16 Cynara cardunculus var. scolymus 
Architectural, silver-grey foliage. Edible flower 
buds followed by purple, thistle-like flowers. 
2m. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 


17 Echium vulgare 

Astrikingly beautiful biennial with bristly, 
spotted leaves and stems, and bright-blue 
flower spikes from June to August. 
Drought resistant and bee-friendly. 

1m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


18 Dianthus carthusianorum 

Tall delicate stems of deep-pink flowers over 
dark-green, grassy foliage. Likes well-drained 
soil in sun. 75cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


19 Phlomis italica 

Evergreen shrub with woolly, grey-green 
sage-like leaves. Beautiful, hooded, lilac 
flowers all summer. Im. RHS H4. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Walled Garden Treberfydd, 
Llangasty, Brecon, Powys LD3 7PX. 

Tel 01874 730169. 

Web walledgardentreberfydd.com 

Open March to October, daily, 1Oam-5pm; 
November to February, Tuesday — Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. 


« Designers Sarah Price and Noél Kingsbury 
are running a one-day masterclass on 
selecting and composing with plants at 

the Walled Garden, Treberfydd on 

21 June, 10am-4pm, price £90. Visit 
gardenmasterclass.org for more details. 
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5 lessons from Treberfydd 


1 Plant teasels and leave the 
seedheads to create winter 
structure and please the 
birds. The sight of 
goldfinches feeding on the 
seeds brings as much delight 
as the flowers themselves. 


2 Learn from your own 
experience and that of 
others, and experiment with 
where you plant things. 

Be observant and pragmatic; 
if something doesn’t work 
well in one location, you can 
usually move it. 


3 When propagating your 
own plants, take a belt-and- 
braces approach, and 


sow your seed in both \ . 


autumn and spring if 
possible. You'll then be 
covered if one of the 
batches fails. 


4 Understanding the 
etymology of plant names 


will increase your knowledge 


of plants and how they 
behave. Even a little 
knowledge of Latin is 
hugely useful to gardeners. 


nursery 


Self-seeding plants that 
re true to form are a gift. 
Th@seediings that germinate 
Tbe tougher than any 


c: Seedlings you could have 


collected. If you don’t want 
Ethem, timely mulching will 


15 venues for a glorious 


Gurden purty, 


Looking for somewhere spectacular to host a special 
event this summer? We've found 15 of the UK’s most beautiful 
gardens you can hire for a perfect celebration 


WORDS ALYS HURN 


Barnsley House 

Created by the late, great Rosemary 
Verey, the gardens at Barnsley House 
are among the most beautiful in 
England. Highlights include a laburnum 
arch under-planted with alliums, a 
spring potager and the famous knot 
garden. There's also a spa, tennis court 
and indoor cinema on site. 

Address Barnsley, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire GL7 5EE. 

Tel 01285 740000, barnsleyhouse.com 


Hotel Endsleigh 


Alan Titchmarsh described Endsleigh as ‘a 
fairy-tale cottage set in an Arcadian 
landscape: One of the last designs by the 
18th-century designer Humphry Repton, the 
formal terraces with their long herbaceous 
borders give way to landscaped gardens 
that offer impressive views down to the 
River Tamar. Its remote location offers an 
intimacy that only adds to its appeal. 
Address Milton Abbot, Devon PL19 OPQ. 
Tel 01822 870000, hotelendsleigh.com 


Loseley Park 


The 16th-century house at Loseley Park is 
built of honey-coloured, monastic stone 
and makes for a striking first impression. 
Next to the house is a walled garden 
divided into a series of garden rooms. The 
white garden is particularly atmospheric 
and an open marquee, nestled within the 
borders of white, cream and silver, looks 
out on to a central fountain and is perfect 
for a dinner party or drinks reception. 
Address Guildford, Surrey GU3 1HS. 

Tel 01483 304440, loseleypark.co.uk 
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Hestercombe Gardens 

The gardens at Hestercombe span three 
centuries of garden design and comprise 
lakes, rills, romantic corners, spectacular 
views and a planting scheme designed by 
Gertrude Jekyll. The Orangery offers cover 
in bad weather, but the lawn, Victorian 
terrace and signature sunken parterre are 
wonderful venues when the sun shines. 
Address Chedcon Fitzpaine, Taunton, 
Somerset TA2 8LG. 

Tel 01823 413923, hestercombe.com 


Sky Garden 

Within the domed roof of 20 Fenchurch 
Street (better known as the Walkie-Talkie 
building) is a garden that offers 360-degree 
views of the London skyline. The garden's 
design incorporates drought-resistant 
Mediterranean and South African planting 
to create an exotic and stylish space 

that can accommodate private dining or 
large-scale events. 

Address 1 Sky Garden Walk, 

London EC3M 8AF. 

Tel 020 7337 2344, skygarden.london 
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Abbey House 

and Gardens 

Abbey House and gardens sits ona 
historic site that once formed part of a 
Benedictine monastery. The planting here 
is bold but romantic and while wandering 
around the five-acre grounds — champagne 
in hand — there is much to enjoy, including 
a medieval herb garden, knot garden, 
double herbaceous borders and 2,000 
different types of roses. 

Address Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN16 9AS. 
Tel 01666 827650, 
abbeyhousegardens.co.uk 


Nash Conservatory at Kew 
This beautiful 19th-century glasshouse at 
Kew has floor-to-ceiling windows and is 
one of the oldest in the gardens. Originally 
built in the grounds of Buckingham Palace 
and then moved to Kew in 1836, the 
conservatory is a bright, unique space 
available for parties of up to 200 people. 
Guests can also spill out on to the adjoining 
lawn if the weather allows. 

Address Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 3AE. 

Tel 020 8332 5641, kew.org 


Tatton Park 


There are 50 acres of landscaped gardens 
to enjoy within the Tatton Park estate. 

In spring, cherry trees bloom in the 
Japanese Garden and bluebells carpet the 
Arboretum floor. In summer, the rose garden 
fills with a divine, heady scent. These historic 
grounds hark back to a time of lavish wealth, 
and, with the ability to accommodate up to 
350 guests, there’s room to host a party and 
revive that opulent atmosphere. 

Address Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6QN. 

Tel 01625 374400, tattonpark.org.uk 


Cadhay Manor 


The formality of the Elizabethan manor 
house at Cadhay is nicely balanced by the 
natural, informal planting in the gardens. 
Guests can admire the rich colour palette 
of the old-fashioned cottage garden plants 
and soak up the relaxing atmosphere. The 
main lawn is perfect for garden games and 
as the day draws to a close, the medieval 
ponds glimmer with dappled light. 
Address Ottery St Mary, Devon EX11 10T. 
Tel 01404 813511, cadhay.org.uk 


84 


a 


oe i 


Rousham, House and-Garden 


~. Probably'the garden most often cited by garden designers as their favourite 


Rousham with its carefully designed:vistas, mature trees, rills, sweeping lawns 
and walled garden, leaves a lastihg impression onall who visit: Designed by 
William Kentin the 18th:century, the gardens have largely escaped-alteration. 
Address Bicester, Oxfordshire OX25 4QX. 

Tel 01869 347665, rousham.org 
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 Scampston Hall 


Host a drinks party amnong Piet Oudolf planting in the walled garden or enjoy 


a sit-down meal in a marquee on the formal lawns behind the hall. Guests 
enter the marquee through smart topiary hedges and the site is surrounded 
by 80 acres of ‘Capability’ Brown parkland with a stunning view of the lakes. 
Address Malton, North Yorkshire YO17 8NG. 

Tel 01944 759111, scampston.co.uk 
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gardens to visit 


Newby Hall and Gardens 


The gardens at Newby Hall are made up of 
a series of themed areas including a rose 
garden, water garden and white garden, 
each a lovely setting for a small gathering 
of friends. You also have the option of using 
the Grade II-listed Orangery overlooking 

a lawn and clipped hedges, or a marquee 
in the West Park with views of the River 
Ure in the valley below. 

Address Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 5AE. 
Tel 01423 332583, newbyhall.com 


Kenilworth Castle and 
Elizabethan Garden 


Guests can gather on lawns beneath the 
castle’s romantic ruins, or wander among 
scented plantings and geometric patterns 
of the Elizabethan Garden. Originally 
created in 1575, by Robert Dudley, Earl of 
Leicester, in an unsuccessful attempt to 
court Elizabeth I, the garden has been 
restored to how it would have looked at the 
time of Elizabeth's famous visit of that year. 
Address Castle Green, off Castle Road, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 ING. 

Tel 01926 852078, english-heritage.org.uk 


Arley Hall and Gardens 
The historic herbaceous borders at Arley 
Hall, thought to be the first of their kind 
planted in England, are a visual delight 
in high summer and have inspired 
generations of gardeners. The gardens 
have been designed and maintained by 
the same family for the past 250 years, 
and the selection of plants and formal 
design make for an intimate venue. 
Address Northwich, Cheshire CW9 6NA. 
Tel 01565 777353, 
arleyhallandgardens.com 


The Barn at Bury Court 
Created on the site of an old, partially 
walled farmyard, the gardens at Bury 
Court are a beautiful setting for an event at 
any time of year. The courtyard garden, 
created in collaboration with Piet Oudolf, 
displays his iconic New Perennial style, 
while the more minimalist front garden, 
by Christopher Bradley-Hole, is built 
around a formal grid pattern. 

Address Bentley, Farnham, 

Surrey GU10 5LZ. 

Tel 07771 663437, burycourtbarn.com 
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Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


DSDHA 


Green streets 


London's West End is to get its first public park in more than a areas. It’s part of the £26m West End Project, which is being 
century, thanks to funding by Transport for London. Alfred Place masterplanned by architects DSDHA, and is transforming the 
Park, which has been designed by landscape architect Todd whole of the Tottenham Court Road area with five new public 
Longstaffe-Gowan, will replace the tarmac of a London street spaces and changes to traffic flow that will create a safer 

with trees, shrubs and other plants set around seating and play environment for pedestrians and cyclists. dsdha.co.uk 
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design update 


FESTIVAL 
Playful designs 

This month sees the opening of the 18th edition of the International Garden Festival at 
Jardins de Métis, Quebec, Canada. Six new designs on the theme of Playsages — spaces 
that encourage children to play outdoors — were selected from more than 160 entries. 
Winning designs include The Woodstock (above), a playground made up of giant 
wooden stepping stones by the French team Atelier Yok-Yok, and La Chrysalide, a 
chrysalid-shaped shelter with seating on three levels by Canadian landscape architects 
Gabriel Lacombe and Virginie Roy-Mazoyer. Until 1 October. refordgardens.com 


STYLISH LINES 

Give your garden some 
contemporary style with 
this elegant Caburn bench 
from husband and wife 
design team Wales & Wales. 
Available in American 
white oak or sapele, it has 
a curved backrest that 
rests on rustic-style legs 
and measures 1.8m 


long and 70cm high. 
Prices start at £795 from 
joinedandjointed.com 


THERAPEUTIC GARDEN 

Creating space to heal 

Horticultural therapy has been placed at 
the heart of the new Nelson Mandela 
Children’s Hospital in Johannesburg, 
thanks to innovative designs from 
GREENinc Landscape Architecture. The 
award-winning South African practice has 
designed five internal courtyard gardens — 
which ensure patients are exposed to as 
much greenery and natural light as possible 
— and five external gardens. The courtyards 
are divided into active gardens, such as the 
Day Garden with its interactive toy train 
sculpture by artist Mary Sibande, which 
allow play and nature therapy, and passive 
gardens, including The Healing Garden, 
where a cluster of leaf-shaped ponds reflect 
the foliage of surrounding trees, sited near 
the surgical and intensive-care wards to 
provide a more tranquil, restorative space. 
greeninc.co.za 
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Modern living 


Garden design company Aralia has been named APL Designer of the Year 2017 for a garden 
around a contemporary house in rural Hertfordshire. Near the house, a sunken terrace, framed 
by a reflective water feature and tiered borders of mixed grasses and bulbs, provides a seating 
area, while a second terrace to the side of the house is planted with ferns. There is also an 
outdoor kitchen and stone fireplace that complements the stone of the house. aralia.org.uk 


Meeting of mind 


in Burkino Faso. His s 
over-hanging roof can 


transparent skin to all 


space below. Perforati 
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This year's Serpentine Pavilion, in London's 

Kensington Gardens, was inspired by a large 
tree that acts as a meeting point in architect 
Diébédo Francis Kéré’ 


s home town of Gando 
ructure features an 
opy, which is supported 


by a steel ‘trunk’ and covered with a 


ow sunlight to flood the 
ons in the walls, which 


are made up of triangular wooden blocks, 


allow light to shine ou 


at night. 23 June — 


8 October. serpentinegalleries.org 


Now inits 11th year, Bloom 
Ireland, the festival of horticulture, 
plants and garden design features 
22 show gardens, including an 
innovative design by Liat and 
Oliver Schurmann of Mount Venus 
Nursery that celebrates the Irish 
tidal landscape. 1-5 June, 
bloominthepark.com 

Don't miss Arne Maynard's talk 
Evoking the Spirit of Place in 
the Gardens of Haddon in which 
he explains his design philosophy 
for the regeneration of the 
gardens at Haddon Hall in 
Derbyshire. 8 June, 5.45pm, 
£45. haddonhall.co.uk 

View sculpture from 88 artists, 
working in a wide range of 
styles and materials, exhibiting 
at Fresh Air, the 13th Biennial 
Quenington Sculpture Exhibition 
at Quenington Old Rectory, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire. 

11 June — 7 July, 10am-5pm. 
freshairsculpture.com 

Joe Swift is giving two talks on 
Designing a Chelsea Gold 
Garden at Braxted Park in Essex 
on 12 June, when the gardens 
open for the NGS to raise 

funds for Horatio’s Garden. 
Talks at 12pm and 2pm, 
£10. horatiosgarden.org.uk 

The venue for the third Gardens 
in the Wild Festival is Whitfield 
Gardens, Herefordshire, where 
formal borders have recently been 
re-designed by Arabella Lennox- 
Boyd. Speakers include Sarah 
Price, Mary Keen and Jinny Blom. 
Nearby private gardens, including 
The Pant, Brockhampton Cottage 
and Nant y Bedd will open for 
the Festival. 24-25 June. 
gardensinthewild.org 

Book now for a guided tour of 
two Somerset gardens, the 
Oudolf Field at Hauser & Wirth 
art gallery and Stavordale Priory, 
on 19 September. £90, including 
lunch at Hauser & Wirth; 
gardendaysout.com 
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W G GRACE & SON LTD q s. ERRAGE 


DESIGNERS & JOINERS OF 
TRADITIONAL GREENHOUSES 


01284 789666 
italianterrace.co.uk 


Both standard range and bespoke Greenhouses 


to find out more and request a brochure: 


www.wggrace.co.uk or telephone 01647 252995 
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1 Poppy love 
Imagine how much less 
exciting this roof would be if, 
instead of orange-red flowers 

it was slate or asphalt? This is a 
school building — designed by 
Tectoniques Architects — just 
outside Lyon and is an example 
of yet another thing (along 
with, for a start, cheese, wine 
and surliness) that the 

French do so much better. 

It also makes fantastic use of 
slopes and planes. 


James Alexander-Sinclair 
is a garden designer, writer, 
broadcaster and founder 

of into-gardens.com. He has 
served on the RHS Council 
for the past five years. 
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Up on the roof 


Why waste precious gardening space with roofing felt and 
asphalt? James Alexander-Sinclair examines the pleasures 
and pitfalls of topping part of your home with a green roof 


WORDS JAMES ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR 


1ALAIN VARGAS, TECTO 
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sually we pay no attention to roofs — unless they are 

extraordinary (like the onion domes of Saint Basil’s 

Cathedral in Moscow or the one where Dick Van Dyke 
and his posse of camp chimney sweeps cavorted in Mary Poppins). 
Instead we take them for granted most of the time and all we ask is 
that they keep the rain off our heads. However, roofs do not have to 
be joyless, grey things for they can also be full of life and excitement if 
they transmogrify into green roofs. Before we start let me be clear 
about one important thing — green roofs are not roof gardens. We are 
not talking about rooftops supporting trees or places to entertain 
(although you could if you wanted) but simply covering roofs with 
something more attractive and more sustainable than asphalt. 

I have two green roofs: one is of sedum and one consists of a 

raging frenzy of wildflowers. They each have their own benefits and 


2 Sea the light 


This is on the cliffs overlooking 
Avalon Beach just north of 
Sydney — sadly that vast 
Norfolk Island pine is not 
growing out of the roof, it 
would be very exciting if 

it were. The house, designed 
by architects ArchiBlox, is 
prefabricated and was 
erected in only six weeks with 
a good rainwater harvesting 
system to make sure that the 
roof stays looking good. 


3 Small wonder 

This shows just how adaptable 
a green roof can be: in 
contrast to some of the other 
architectural grandiosities 
shown here, this is simply a 
small stone shed in the shade 
of some trees — the perfect 
place for a confection of 

ferns and moss. 


4 Walk on high 


This studio has been cunningly 
constructed among the 
redwood trees on a steep 
slope in California. The house 
is just above so you walk out 
on to the same level as the 
patterned roof, designed by 
landscape architect Jori Hook. 
Native plants do well to catch 
as much of the tree-filtered 
sunlight as possible. 


drawbacks. The sedum roof, above the kitchen, requires no 
maintenance (apart from the occasional five minutes weeding) and 
spends much of the summer as a hangout for every bee within a five 
mile radius — at least it feels like that when the joint is humming like 
a kazoo orchestra in full flow. As I must always be scrupulously 
honest, I have to admit that it also looks a bit rubbish in the depths 
of winter. The garage has a wildflower roof, which has a fabulous 
few weeks in midsummer when it is covered in campion, ragged 
robin, ox-eye daisies, wild carrot, clover and yarrow augmented with 
various early spring bulbs that I have flung into the mix. It too has a 
downside in around August when it looks as dry as an abandoned 
sandal, however, once strimmed it quickly greens up. 

A green roof is a lovesome thing and one that should be 
mandatory for anybody either building, or already in possession [> 
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5 Call of the wild 


Aclassic wildflower 

meadow but lifted up into the air. 
Wildflower roofs are often 

easier to establish than actual 
meadows as it is much easier to 
keep the soil impoverished and 
fertility down so there is less 
conflict with thuggish grasses. 
Wildflower turt is widely available 
and easy to install. 


6 Tropical topping 
This is a tiny courtyard designed 
by Tom Stuart-Smith for 

the Keeper's House restaurant 
and bar at the Royal Academy of 
Arts in London. Bold tree ferns 
and a ground cover of the ever- 
reliable (though hard to spell and 
slow of growth) Hakonechloa 
macra. The wonderful giant 

red fork is asculpture by 
Michael Craig-Martin. 


7 lall order 


An interesting little twist 

on the standard green roof, 
which is usually designed 

to look as natural as possible. 
This is amuch more 

formal number with 

evenly spaced, punctuating 
grasses. It’s one of 

24 different green roofs at the 
New York City Department 

of Parks and Recreation 
building on Randalls Island. 


> of,a bit of flat(ish) roof. It does not have to be enormous —a bin 
store, a shed or a bike shelter will do if your home only has steeply 
pitched roofs. Green roofs are considerably more sensible than green 
walls, which are invariably temperamental as they depend on timers 
and exact watering for their survival. A green roof, on the other hand, 
is a simple thing that lives on the rain that inevitably falls and the sun 
that occasionally shines. This not a new idea: the Vikings came home 
from a few exhausting weeks on the pillage to huts cosily roofed with 
turf— laid on top of a waterproofing layer of birch bark. Incidentally, 
the weight of the turf (especially with a few feet of snow on top) 
helped to slightly compress the whole building thus lessening the 
cracks between the logs and reducing draughts. The modern, 
environmentally aware green roof first became popular in Germany 
about 20 years ago and has unsurprisingly risen in popularity ever 


since. It is a very simple and compelling idea — take a lot of wasted 


space and transform it into something useful. 

A variation on the green roof is the brown roof that is planned 
specifically to excite the interest of a particular, sometimes 
endangered, species of animal. It could be for spiders, other 
invertebrates (a survey of sedum roofs in Canary Wharf found 
48 species thriving high above the river) or even birds: there are 
roofs in London that exist to help the continued survival of the 
black redstart, a bird that thrived on bomb sites after the Second 
World War but has become increasingly endangered over the 
years as London has been rebuilt. Brown roofs have, in addition 
to plants, patches of sand, rubble and piles of wood as habitat. 

Couple of important points before you all get carried away with 
the idea and start spreading soil all over your houses. Green roofs are 
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quite heavy so please make sure that your roof is strong enough to 
take the weight — ask a structural engineer — as I would feel frightfully 
guilty if your ceiling fell in and you were covered in a cascade of 


sedum. Secondly, drainage is really important as you don’t want a 
soggy bottom. It is important that the soil you use is light, ideally 
with a free-draining substrate and efficient gutters and drainpipes. 
The green roof is a glorious idea — I know because I wake up to 
one every morning — that benefits the whole of the natural world 
from humankind to the humblest midges. Wouldn't it be wonderful 
if, when flying over our cities, we looked down upon rolling hills 
and wide green fields instead of blank rooftops punctuated with 
vents, ducts, satellite dishes and abandoned plastic deckchairs? It is a 
relatively inexpensive thing to install and will, I promise, be a 


massive improvement on roofing felt or corrugated iron. 


* Green Roof Guide 
Information and advice 
on installing green roofs. 
greenroofguide.co.uk 

* Habitat Aid 
Supplies native wildflower 
plug plants and seed. 

Tel 01749 812355, 
habitataid.co.uk 

Living Roofs 
Independent organisation 
promoting green roofs. 
livingroofs.org 


8 Museum mountain 
This is the Biesbosch Museum 
in the Netherlands. These 
roofs are magnificent grassy 
pyramids that can be traversed 
as if they were a range of 
angular mountains. They are 
not only there as land art and 
to contribute to the ecology of 
the area, they also a play an 
important role in rainwater 
management and provide 
insulation for the museum. 


Small Green Roofs 
by Nigel Dunnett and Dusty 
Gedge (Timber Press, 2011). 


Creating My Green Roof: A 
guide to planning, installing, 
and maintaining a beautiful, 
energy-saving green roof 

by Dave Hilary 
(Createspace, 2015). 


Planting Green Roofs 
and Living Walls 

by Nigel Dunnett and 
Noél Kingsbury 
(Timber Press, 2008). 


* Oxford Green Roofs 
Designs and builds green roofs. 
Tel 01235 204187, 
oxfordgreenroofs.co.uk 

* Sedum Green Roof 
Supplies green-roof systems. 
Tel 01747 830176, 
sedumgreenroof.co.uk 

* Wildflower Turf 
Supplies ready-planted 
wildflower turf. 

Tel 01256 771222, 
wildflowerturf.co.uk 
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Designed with ergonomics in mind and delivering performance without the effort, 
you can be sure of a precise cutting exection that will last for years to come. 


WOLF-Garten secateurs and loppers cut both delicate stems and dense branches 


with minimal effort. The ergonomic handle design, high quality manufacturing and 
the innovative blade technology makes for pleasant and rewarding work. 


Have you rewarded yourself lately? www.wolfgarten-tools.co.uk 


woofs 


www.oxfordgreenroofs.co.uk 
oxfordgreenroofs@virgin.net 
01235 204187 


Oxfor 


Oxford Green Roofs Ltd are a family run firm who specialise in designing and building 
green roofs in the domestic setting. 


Green roofs, otherwise known as living roofs, can be living eco systems helping to 
contribute to the wildlife ‘corridors’ which our invertebrate population needs to survive. 


All projects are bespoke with the customers’ requirements at the heart of each design. 
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Pocket knives 


Nine cutting-edge tools for the discerning gardener 


OAK HANDLE SWISS MADE SERRATED EDGE 
Compact Pruning Knife, Grafting Knife, Perennial Knife, 
£37.99, Burgon & Ball, £12.99, Felco, £10.50, Great Dixter Shop, 
0114 233 8262, burgonandball.com 0344 879 4166, notcutts.co.uk 01797 254047, greatdixtershop.co.uk 


HARDWARE ATTACHMENTS SOPHISTICATED LOOK COLOURED HORNBEAM HANDLE 
No. 09 DIY Folding Knife, Buffalo Folding Knife with Pruner Blade, Traditional Folding Knife in blue, 
£30, Opinel, £40, A Wright & Son, £12.95, Opinel, 
0844 848 4000, conranshop.co.uk 0114 268 5701, sheffield-trading.com 0800 587 7645, amara.com 


LEATHERMAN® 2 


P TAPER GROUND BLADE HAND FORGED IN JAPAN HEAVY DUTY 

2 General Purpose Lock Knife, Baishinshi Kogatana, Crater C33, 

a $54, Kauffman Mercantile, £119, Niwaki, £29.95, Leatherman, 

= +1 855 848-3778, kaufmann-mercantile.com 01747 445059, niwaki.com 01539 721032, leatherman.co.uk 


97 


SAVE 16 52% 
ON THE PERFECT 
FATHER'S DAY GIFT 


SAVE UP TO 52% with a unique and thoughtful magazine subscription gift this Father's Day... from 
gardening to fast cars, science to history, inspiration for his next holiday or the essential guide to TV and 
radio, there’s a magazine to suit every man’s taste. Order today for the perfect gift this Father's Day.* 
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your subscriber! | 


*This offer closes on 30 June 2017 and is valid for UK delivery addresses. If placing an order as a Father’s Day gift, online or by phone, request the first issue after 18th June to ensure an issue is not 
despatched before that date. Annual subscription prices start from £17.99 by Direct Debit. The discounts shown are savings calculated as a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times which 
is calculated as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com/fathers or call 01795 414 746. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency, we will honour 
the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. Radio Times subscriptions are for 26 weekly issues (6 months). The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £142. This price is for 51 
issues which includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution towards postage. +Calls will be charged at your local rate, calls from mobiles may vary. 


Pik Me ~ | carlow garden festival 


JULY FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS: 


3 21st - Monty Don Arboretum Home & Garden Heaven 
x j 22nd -Jane Fearnley Whittingstall 


Newtownbarry House & Huntington Castle 


County Carlow, located in Ireland's 
Ancient East is a treasure trove of 
wonderful gardens to visit. Some 
of the best in the country are here 
and are celebrated during a ten 
day garden festival held each July. 


: 25th - John Anderson Hardymount Gardens 

26th - Mary Reynolds Shankill Castle & Borris House 
4] 27th - James Wong Kilgraney House & VISUAL Centre 
28th - Joe Swift & Roy Lancaster 


Altamont Plant Sales 


For novice gardeners to garden connoisseurs, 


ws the festival features interactive themed K fey < Ya 
Ae workshops and guided tours in gardens and 1a 
Pigg d tres throughout County Carl Déregal 
garden centres throughout County Carlow, retiast SE 
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and UK gardening circles. Knock 
Westport 
Athlone 
Galway >< Dublin 
Kildare . 
Kx 
gues Limerick 4 
; Kilkenny 
ill S . : & 
4 Killarney x Waterford 


aor . Rosslare 


AZ 


www. WindsorBrowneé.co.uk 
Visit our Yorkshire based showroom or Call Us on 01302 741009 


For The Serious 
Gardener 


Proven to withstand wind speeds of 140mph 
All year round growing 
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Garden Ladders 
Safe-across all terrain 
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Use Discount code: © 
HENGIL20171 


to receive 


15% OFF 


select products 


t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk W @KederGreenhouse 
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Amphoras & Planters | Quality Terracotta from Crete | Handmade | Traditional Craftsmanship | Frostproof 


PALATINA WERKSTATT | HAUPTSTRASSE 51 | 67229 GROSSKARLBACH/GERMANY 


Nowntools 


Book reviews, crossword, back Issues, reader offers, shop 


These stunning poppies are by 
Ewa-Marie Rundquist one of the 
authors of Good Soil, reviewedhon 

page 104,.and is just one of the many 
glorious illustrations found in the book: 
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Specialists in the design, production and installation 
of bespoke traditional glasshouses 


Our students have consistently won the Society of 
Garden Designers’ prestigious ‘Student of the Year 
Award’ competition and recent graduates have won 
medals at RHS Shows. 


We now also offer an intensive 6 month Planting Design 
Course delivered by some of the Uk’s leading planting 
design specialists including Nigel Dunnett, Jo Thompson, 
James Basson and Rosy Hardy. 


With classes at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
short courses at RHS Garden Wisley and other venues 


you can be sure to get inspirational teaching from 
world-class designers in the heart of London. 
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PLOT 29: A MEMOIR 
by Allan Jenkins 
Ath Estate, £14.99 


ISBN 978-0008121969 


A bittersweet record of the passage of time 
on a London allotment, and the search for 
the lost family of a ‘cared for’ child. 


Reviewer Jodie Jones is a garden writer and editor. 


My own allotment is plot 29 — 
an irrelevant coincidence, 
perhaps, but it is human nature 
to seek shared experiences when 
shaping our view of the world. 
So what do you do when you 
don’t know where you came 
from? As a ‘cared for’ child with 
no recollection of his birth 
family, Allan Jenkins — editor of 
Observer Food Monthly and 
happily married father — felt the 
lack of common ground on 
which to anchor himself. 
Plot 29 starts out as a journal 
about life on the north London 
allotment that Jenkins shares 
with his friend (and renowned 
garden photographer) Howard 
Sooley. He charts the ebb and 
flow of the seasons, the comings 
and goings of fellow plotholders 
and the joy of pushing seed into 
soft earth, anticipating the crops 
that will emerge. It is beautifully 
observed and poetically written. 
But that is not all. Winding 
through the narrative are faint 
memories of early life in a 
children’s home, the move to 


foster parents in Devon, where 
he learned to sow nasturtiums, 
and his fateful decision, in adult 
life, to find his birth mother. 
What he uncovers is disturbing. 
Reawakened dark memories, 
destabilising discoveries about 
people close to him, meetings 
with undreamed of family 
members, and the clinically 
detached notes of social workers 
all punctuate the text. 

He records his attempts to 
seek therapy, to connect with 
blood relatives, and to cope with 
the recurring nightmare that has 
haunted him for half a century 
without once descending into 
maudlin sentimentality. His 
civilised tone makes the 
uncivilised facts of his 
upbringing even more shocking, 
but it also makes for a book that 
is captivating and compelling. 

This book is a life-affirming 
acknowledgement of the 
gardener’s truth that however 
poor your plot, you hold the 
power in your hands to improve 
your lot and reap as you sow. 
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The secret life in 
your garden 


THE LIVING JIGSAW 
by Val Bourne 
Kew Publishing, £25 


ISBN 978-1842466261 


A welcoming book packed with tried-and- 
tested techniques for those who aspire to 
garden hand in hand with nature. 


Reviewer Tamsin Westhorpe is a garden writer and lecturer. 


Good gardeners watch, listen, 
and learn throughout their life. 
Another important asset is to 
share, and author Val Bourne is 
generous in this respect. Her 
delightful yet powerful book is 
designed to encourage us all to 
garden without chemicals, and 
the many personal stories and 
experiences within win the 
reader over and reassure 
that Bourne’s gardening 
know-how can be trusted. 

Relevant photographs have 
been chosen to illustrate her 
valuable points. The quotes 
and headlines are inviting, 
drawing you in to read the 
entire chapter. The chapter on 
the author’s top 100 plants for 
an eco-friendly garden is 
particularly good, while the 
The Flying Squad highlights 
the contribution that insects — 
not just the honey bee, and 
including the much-maligned 
common wasp — have to play 
in our gardens. 

Bourne brilliantly describes 
the connection between all 


garden visitors and how they 
interact seamlessly in her 
Cotswold garden. She makes 
you think again about those so 
often labelled as ‘enemies. 
Before you next put your boot 
over a slug, consider that one 
of them might be a very 
valuable recycler. 

Since the age of three 
Bourne has been an avid insect 
watcher and gardener. She 
understands that gardening is 
not a five-minute wonder. 
Creating a garden can take 
decades and Bourne makes no 
apology for this. This makes 
the book very relevant to those 
just starting to garden and to 
those who want to become 
organic and make their garden 
a haven for wildlife. 

I recommended this book 
to anyone who wants to look 
more closely at their garden 
and to study for themselves the 
essential part that insects, 
birds, small animals and plants 
play in the creation of their 
personal paradise. 
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MANURE, COMPOST AND 


NOURISHMENT FOR YOUR GARDEN 


GOOD SOIL 

by Tina Raman, Ewa-Marie 
Rundquist, Justine Lagache 
Frances Lincoln, £20 


ISBN 978-0711238725 


A beautifully produced volume with 
unusually confident design that makes 


a niche subject refreshingly accessible. 


Reviewer Lia Leendertz is a garden writer and blogger. 


This year there has been a 
welcome flush of funkily 
designed gardening books, as if 
publishers are finally looking 
seriously at the needs and desires 
of the market they most want to 
entice: the young. Hollie 
Newton’s beautiful How to Grow 
and Paul Matson and Lucy Anna 
Scott’s infographic-style Sow 
How, for instance, seem squarely 
aimed at a younger, more 
design-savvy audience. Good Soil 
fits firmly within this trend: a 
beautiful book, big and chunky, 
with thick matte paper, quirky 
and imaginative pictures and 
large illustrations. 

Unlike those other titles 
though, which are all-round 
handbooks for beginners, 

Good Soil is far more nerdy, 
concentrating its efforts almost 
entirely on soil. It seems a 
gamble, relying on a crossover of 
young, funky types and those 
interested in the real nuts and 
bolts of the garden, but it is 
certainly an interesting move. It 
is also a logical and generous 
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one, because as us gnarled and 
ancient types know, if you get 
the soil right, the rest comes 
fairly easily, so why not make an 
entire beginner’s-style book of 
the subject? 

What makes this book 
particularly accessible, despite its 
detailed content, is that it uses a 
magazine style with a constantly 
varying rhythm. This makes it 
easy to dip in and out of. A 
spread on pig manure (complete 
with full-page picture of a big, 
beautiful piggy) is followed by a 
spread on perfume (with grainy 
illustration of Chanel-style 
bottle) and sense of smell in the 
garden (with particular reference 
to manure, of course) and then 
by an interview with an organic 
farming couple from the 
Swedish island of Gotland. It’s 
an approach that held my 
interest throughout the book, 
and is a great way of looking at 
this fascinating subject from all 
angles. Let’s hope the youthful 
audience agrees, and that this is a 
sign of books to come. 


An organic, 
earth-friendly guide 
tottheir identification, 
Use and control 


WEEDS 
by John Walker 
Earth-friendly Books, £15 


ISBN 978-0993268342 


This guide on the role of weeds is a great 


starting point for those wishing to garden 


with an open mind towards our native flora. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained gardener and writer. 


John Walker nails his colours 
to the mast in the introduction 
to the new edition of his book, 
originally published ten years 
ago: ‘Residues of weedkillers 
sold in garden centres and 
supermarkets are now 
routinely found in our food... 
and their pollution is affecting 
soils and aquatic ecosystems 
globally’ To those who balk at 
the sometimes slow and 
painful processes involved in 
organic weed control, Walker’s 
response is that proper 
gardening can’t be rushed, and 
that age-old techniques should 
still apply in spite of the hectic 
pace of modern life. 

This is a contentious area, 
and if this book is not to 
preach solely to the converted, 
it should perhaps have done 
more to substantiate the 
charges against the specific 
herbicides likely to be used by 
gardeners in the UK. Some 
may be swept along by the 
assumption that ‘synthetic 
chemicals’ are necessarily bad 


for the environment and that 
their use is somehow propped 
up by sinister vested interests. 
However, many pragmatic 
gardeners and ecologists would 
feel bereft if glyphosate were 
withdrawn, for example. This 
is not to say that there isn’t an 
argument for such a step; but it 
would be good to hear what it 
was, or at least be pointed in 
the right direction. 

Believers and sceptics will 
nevertheless find much of 
interest in this little handbook. 
The author is thankfully a 
pluralist when it comes to the 
weeds themselves and finds 
much to be celebrated and 
admired in even the most 
pernicious. Weed control is not 
a straightforward activity and 
requires a flexible approach. 
Accordingly, Walker makes it 
his mission to foster an 
understanding of weed species’ 
ecology, habits and aesthetic 
appeal, exemplifying the 
maxim that ‘a weed is just a 
plant in the wrong place’. 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


TUSCANY 
Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Vignamaggio, 
Villa Geggiano, Villa Grabau, Villa Reale 
2017: 4 June, 25 June, 10 September 
From £2,250 per person 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 

Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 

2017: 6 Jun, 5 Sep 

From £2,250 per person 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: Villa Rufolo, Villa San Michele 
Axel Munthe, La Mortella 

2017: 8 June, 14 Sep 

From £2,280 per person 

ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Villa d’Este, Villa Lante, Giardino di 
Ninfa, Landriana, Castel Gondolfo 
2017: 7 Jun, 6 Sep 

From £2,250 per person 

VENETO 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Villa 
Pisani, Giardino Giusti, Villa Rizzardi 
2017: 6 Sep 

From £2,340 per person 


Also taking bookings now for 2018! www.expressionsholidays.co.uk Cxypore SSLOWS 


e@ Maximum 14 passengers 
per tour 


e@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


e@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


@ British Airways flights 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01392 441275 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 

@ Ale 38 84 ABTA 


‘rope The Travel Association 


— CHELSEA — 


} - BOOKING NOW 
Sep 2017 — June 2018 
Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Working sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener Troy Smith and lectures by many 
leading gardening personalities. Regular visits to outstanding private gardens. 

(1 day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3.! 5pm, over three 10 week terms) 


January — March 2018 

Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design projects and CAD 
tuition. Drawing skills, estimating, plant knowledge, water features, garden lighting and visits to the 
work of leading designers with Rosemary Alexander and other tutors. 

(3 days a week in school, !0.30am-3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Chelsea Physic Garden 


Distance Learning Courses — study anytime, anywhere in the world. 

A stepping stone to a new career. 

These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden or learning how 
to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, 
month by month tasks etc. 

Taught through a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. 

|-3 years to complete and individual assessment. 


The only bespoke swing 
& bench maker licensed 
by The RHS 
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The Modern Way To Feed 
gp EL he ACTIVATOR 


Multi-Purpose 
Cell Activator 

For Young Plants & 

New Seasonal Growth 


100% Plant Extract Feeds the leaf 


No nantes = Hea Watering Cans - Simply Spray & Feed 


| Feeds the stem 


Healthier 
Bigger 


Suongel aay WWW.TOTUMGROW.CO.UK 
0203 6334610 

contact@totumflow.co.uk 

Pioneering Technology - Safe For Animals, Humans & The Environment 


Feeds the root 
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135 Resilient, Water-Smart Choices 


PRETTY TOUGH 
PLANTS 

by the experts at 
Plant Select 

Timber Press, £17.99 


ISBN 978-1604697353 


An excellent book whose specific American 


context also provides clues to future British 


planting as our climate changes. 


Reviewer Graham Rice a garden writer. 


Books recommending plants 
for difficult conditions are 
among the most useful, and 
have, perhaps, withstood the 
decline in garden book sales 
more than most. This is a fine 
example — within limits. 

North American gardeners 
are suspicious of books that 
originate in Britain as British 
authors often fail to take into 
account the vast variety of 
climatic conditions in the USA 
and Canada. True, some books 
are ‘Americanized; which often 
means little more than adjusting 
the spelling, but complete 
overhauls are almost unknown 
— it’s just too expensive. 

Pretty Tough Plants suffers 
from the same problem — in 
reverse. It highlights the best 
plants for the specific 
conditions of America’s Rocky 
Mountain west (Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, 
Utah, Nevada, Arizona and 
New Mexico), with its long, 
hot, dry summers and harsh 
winters, semi-arid soil with low 


humus content, and low 
rainfall. Doesn’t sound much 
like Britain, does it? 

But here’s the crucial thing. 
This is a superb book for the 
area to which it’s devoted. Each 
of the plants recommended 
has one, sometimes two, 
elegantly designed pages of its 
own, with fine photography 
and plenty of dependable 
descriptive and cultural 
information about each plant 
alongside ideas for planting 
partners. It’s an essential 
reference for gardeners in this 
difficult horticultural region. 
But in Britain? 

Well, the British climate is 
changing and, as noted in the 
recent RHS report Gardening 
in a Changing Climate, the 
south of England is becoming 
drier in summer. So some of 
the plants recommended in the 
book may prove useful in the 
future, as they become 
available. In the meantime, 
take note of the limitations of 
this tightly focused book. 


Relax with a history of allotments or topiary, learn how to grow 
conifers or make jam, or enter the magical world of animals. 
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GARDENING WITH CONIFERS 
by Adrian Bloom 

Firefly Books, £19.95 

ISBN 978-1604696813 

Revised edtion of this expert 
guide on the unique features of 
these often underrated plants, 
including tips on their care anda 
list of 600 of the best cultivars. 


THOREAU’S ANIMALS 

by Henry David Thoreau 

(edited by Geoff Wisner) 

Yale University Press, £25 

ISBN 978-0300223767 

A witty, keenly observed account 
of animals encountered during 
Thoreau’s ramblings, drawn from 
the philosopher's own journal. 


ALLOTMENTS 

by Twigs Way 

Amberley Publishing, £8.99 
ISBN 978-1445665702 

A fascinating history of the 
allotment, from its roots in the 
Diggers of the 17th century to 
the influence of food miles and 
genetically modified crops. 


THE JAM MAKER’S GARDEN 
by Holly Farrell 

Francis Lincoln, £17.99 

ISBN 978-0711238145 

How to grow 28 of the best 
fruit, veg, herbs and flowers 
used in conserves, chutneys, 
cordials and sauces, with 

over 50 tasty recipes. 


TOPIARY, KNOTS AND 
PARTERRES 

by Caroline Foley 

Pimpernel Press, £50 

ISBN 978-1910258187 

The story of topiary through 
the ages and across the world, 
exploding the myth that it is an 
exclusive gardening technique. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago. See below 

for details. 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


ILLUSTRATED 


‘es PLANTIN 


immer displays 


pea 
Ari exciting mew ¢ 
for Spanish gakgen de 


DIGITAL VERSION 
Save money when 
you subscribe to 
the digital edition — 
see page 32. 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


Shp 
De 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 844 0253 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 
| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
L]Uk-£4.40 per copy L]UkK-£5.50 per copy 
L]EU-£5.20 per copy L]EU-£6.50 per copy 

L_] Rest of world - £6 per copy [_] Rest of world - £750 per copy 

| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
L]UK-£750 each L]UK-£9.50 each 

L] EU-£8.50 each L] EU- £10.75 each 

y [_] Rest of world - £9.50 each [_] Rest of world - £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


Ll enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Gardens Illustrated for £ 


[11 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visa Mastercard Maestro 


HOO QUO OU OU 
Expiry date L | |_| L| L | Issue no. (Maestro only) LIL 


Signature Date / / 
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ACROSS 

1Venue of new RHS flower show 

in June — RHS to watch 
development (10) 

7 Although, with time, rainwater 
might collect in it (4) 

9 Genus of bulbous plants in 
asparagus family — Alba UC 

variety (6) 

10 Slimy, ridged garden pest 
irritating Luke's leg! (4,4) 

11 Female monarch's series of 
Sinningia grown as biennials (7) 

12 Matthiola plants once used to 
restrain miscreants! (6) 

13 Violet-blue iris, in part phantom 
Titchmarsh! (3,3) 

15 The plantain genus — put in the soil 
in the past (8) 

18 Maybe got amber, fragrant herb of 
Monarda genus (8) 

21 Pollen-producer in fragrant 

herb (6) 

23 Fungal decay of timber makes you 
and | move fast! (3,3) 

26 Genus of plants in honeysuckle 
family — ‘air paint’ variety (8) 

28 Borage relative aka madwort (8) 
29 Easy-peasy... as a single-bladed 
leaf (6) 

30 In Phoenix, | admire the genus of 
an iris relative called ‘corn lily’ (4) 


Crossword 
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31 Soft-leaved lettuce, like Webbs, 
called ‘cabbage’ or ‘round’ (10) 


DOWN 

2 Plant often called Lenten Rose 
makes bee holler out! (9) 

3 As elephants call a daffodil flower? (7) 
4 Sounds like you and I've to do 
basketry (5) 

5 Eg gathers leaves from lawn (5,2) 
6 Use them to firm soil round plant... 
stubbornly dug in! (5) 

7 Bits rot off this Polygonum with pink 
flower spikes (7) 

8 Thick woody plant stem — box, 
perhaps? (5) 

14/25 A dwarf fuchsia with single 
striking blooms (3,5) 

16 A blush pink Nandina domestica — 
from Jakarta (3) 

17 Genus of evergreens in Protea 
family ff sort of large veil (9) 

19 Some stranger berated this genus 
of plants with daisy-like flowers (7) 
20 Carrot’'s downward growth right 
inside mashed potato! (7) 

22 Largest, most important class of 
tulips — acomplete success (7) 

24 Location of RHS’s Hyde Hall 
garden (5) 

25 See 14 down 

27 Flavour in Cucurbita stems (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


MAY’S SOLUTION 


ACROSS 1 Ceanothus 6 Buff 8 Pratia 9 Terrace 10 Idol 11/12 Happy Mood 13 Oleander 

15 Stripe 17 Aspect 19 Clarkias 23 Sowed 25 Leek 26 Onoclea 27 Icicle 28 Dyed 29 Trellises. 
DOWN 1 Corydalis 2 Astelia 3 Orach 4 Hotspur 5 Spray 6 Braemar 7 Fuego 14 DDT 

15/21 Sea pink 16 Phaseolus 18 Eckford 19 Cowbane 20 Kalmias 22 Ivory 23 Split 24 Drill. 


OXFORD ® PLANTERS 


The finest in British outdoor joinery 


o Bz >. SCH (Supplies) have 
q ‘ Y tr i F : 
==, — een manufacturing 
RI NZ Jt an entire range 
(SUPPLIES) LIMITED of machinery for 
MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS outdoor people, in 
OF ESTATE & GARDEN MACHINERY Britain, for 30 years 


Designers and manufacturers of 
hardwood planters and garden furnishings 


www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 
info@oxfordplanters.co.uk 
01608 683022 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


CELIA SMITH 


WIRE BIRD KIT 


Includes tools, 
wire & illustrated 
instructions by 


ye S 
\ Celia Smith Garden Antiques 
Approx completed dimensions $ 


i) 
17 x12 x7cm 


‘This superb kit is a collaboration between Twenty Twenty 
Gallery and contemporary artist Celia Smith. It contains 
all you need to create a stunning wire bird sculpture. 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


Natural wildflower tu 


from Lindum 


Benefits of Wildflower turf 


Create beautiful swathes of wildflower 
meadows across the garden 


Prolonged flowering period 


ve Pre-grown wildflower turf, means 
that plants are ready established 


Attracts butterflies and pollinators 


Low maintenance 


turf.co.uk/wildflower-turf 
01904 « 
lindum@turf.co.uk 
@lindumturf 


PASHLEY MANOR 


GARDEN 


SPECIAL *~ 


ROSE WEEK 


9 June 


every day to 17 June 


‘Over 100 varieties of roses in 3 
the garden; rose walks; Peter 
Beales potted roses on sale 


East Sussex/Kent border 01580 200888 
pashleymanorgardens.com 
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Lime Avenue Antiques 


www.limeavenueantiques.co.uk 
07801 445299 


Fine Pruning Tools 


& other great stuff 


New showroom now open 
8 Chaldicott Barns, Semley, SP7 9AW 
www.niwaki.com « 01747 445 059 


Niwaki. 


Great stuff from Japan 


@ 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Get kitted out for summer gardening 
With our carefully chosen selection of leather and suede goods 


aH yy | Ay © 
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Our stylish range ‘ 

of suede and leather i ‘& 
gardening goods is 

made exclusively for Gauntlets 


us by Bradley's, a | £30 
small, independent (i ij k £25* 


English tannery. 
Buy all three as a ; a : 
set and save £15. Uy ila a 


«a a tu 
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_ Anti-bramble gauntlets 

Tough, anti-bramble gauntlets made 
with soft leather, cotton-lined gloves and 
elbow-length suede cuffs to protect Kneeler 
against the toughest of pruning jobs. 


£30 
Suede apron 


This waist-fitting apron in chocolate £25 * 


brown suede features an adjustable 


| 
Va 


belt and four pockets for tools, twine, 
notebook and even a mobile phone. 


Garden kneeler 
Perfect for protecting your knees while 


> 


“All 3 items 


£90 
£75" 


planting and weeding, our padded, leather _ 
kneeler is made from waxed cotton, and 
features Rae -brown aucce upper d 


mM NEN ecu cist qi 


Regular price FUE Steir lew 


Shop our full range of products online 
Visit gardensillustrated.com/shop248 to order 
Telephone 0344 245 8098* quoting code GI248 


Terms & conditions All prices exclude P&P charges. If ordering more than one item the highest P&P charge applies. Please allow 7 working days for delivery on all products. *To receive the subscriber 
discount please have your subscriber code to hand; for telephone orders you will be prompted for this. For postal orders please add your subscriber number to the back of your cheque. Your 
subscriber code can be found on the bag in which your magazine is posted. It begins with the letters ‘GIL’ and includes 6 or 7 digits. Subscriber price is for subscribers only. ‘The cost to call 0344 
numbers is the same as calling a normal local or national landline. If your tariff or call package offers free or inclusive calls to landlines, numbers starting with 03 will be included. 


HIGH-PERFORMANCE CLOTHING 


7) 
| CARRIER COMPANY | 
ao See | 


norfolk england 


YOUR FIRST 


PURCHASE Our best-selling gardening 


Ae eae trousers feature: 


TERMS APPLY 


Stab-proof pockets 
for sharp tools 


Breathable and 
integrated kneepads 


Showerproof lightweight 
durable fabric 


Discover more at Raised waistband 


carriercompany.co.u r 
+44 (0)1328 820699. 4h. 
www.genus.gs for back protection 


Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23 1AL, UK 


Call us Learn more 


01296 481220 osmouk.com 


§} Anti-slip 
™ Decking Oil 


| Anti-stip finish for exterior wood 
—— oa 
Ww 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


ANTI-SLIP DECKING OIL: Highest quality top coat for wood decking 


v v v v v 
MICROPOROUS NATURAL SLIP-RESISTANT OlL-BASED| HIGH COVERAGE 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


Reader offers 


reader offers 


Win the perfect bedroom with Designers Guild worth over £3,000 


This month Gardens Illustrated has teamed 
up with Designers Guild to offer you the 
chance to wina fresh, new look for your 
bedroom. The prize includes a stylish new 
upholstered bed, bedside chair and ottoman, 
along with a cotton bed linen set chosen from 
the Summer 2017 collection. We particularly 
like the Sibylla Fuchsia pattern (shown right) 
— a beautifully drawn evocation of a bright 
and cheerful cottage garden in strong tints of 
fuchsia, illustrating a plethora of flowers with 
the occasional butterfly or bird spotted 
among the blooms. The prize also includes 
toning sheets, towels and a beautiful throw 
to further enhance the feel of luxury. 


Designers Guild is famous for its innovative 
and creative high-quality designs for the 
home, offering a wide range of luxury fabrics, 
and wallpaper and paint, as well as furniture, 
bed, bath and home accessories. Everything 
is designed either in the brand’s London 
studio or hand-picked by creative 

director and founder Tricia Guild. 

For more information visit 
designersguild.com 


The prize 

* King Polka bed, in your choice of fabric, 
colour, leg and button style (£1,300) 

* Eva chair, in your choice of fabric, colour, 
leg and button style (£650) 

* Medium Otto ottoman, in your choice of 
fabric, colour and leg style (£375) 

* Sibylla Fuchsia bed linen set, including 
king duvet cover and two Oxford 
pillowcases (£164), plus toning Astor 
Graphite/Grey king-sized flat sheet (£85) 

* Sibylla Fuchsia matching top-of-the-bed 
cushion (£50) 

* Sibylla Fuchsia throw (£225) 

* Two sets of Coniston Cerise towels (£188) 

Total value £3,037 


Please note bespoke furniture takes up to ten 
weeks for manufacturing and delivery. 


How to enter 

For your chance to win, answer the question: 
Where are Designers Guild’s flagship 
London showrooms? 

A Chelsea and Marylebone 

B Covent Garden and Tottenham Court Road 
C Knightsbridge and Putney 


DESIGNERS GUILD 
——— 1 


Enter by post Send your answer along 
with your name, address, telephone 
number and/or email to: 

Gardens Illustrated 248/Designer Guild, 
PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 

Enter online at gardensillustrated.com 
Closing date 30 June 2017. 


Terms & conditions 1 Promoter: Gardens Illustrated, Immediate Media Co, Bristol. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the Promoter's employees. 3 By entering you agree to be bound by all the rules of the 

promotion. 4 Only one entry per person allowed. 5 No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. 6 Closing date for entries is noon on 30 June 2017. Winners will be notified within 28 days. 7 The draw is final and 
no correspondence will be entered into. 8 For details of the winner send an SAE to Immediate Media Company Bristol within two months of the closing date. 9 If any winner is unable to be contacted within one month of the closing date, the 
Promoter will offer the prize to a runner up. 10 Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. 11 The promotion is subject to the laws of England. 12 Entrants must be 


UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the Promoter's employees. 13 Immediate Media Company Limited (publishers of Gardens I/lustrated) would love to keep you informed by post or telephone of special offers and promotions 
from the Immediate Media Company Group. Please write ‘Do not contact: Immediate Media Co Ltd’ if you would prefer not to receive these. Gardens Illustrated would like to keep you informed of newsletters, special offers and other 
promotions by email or text message. Please write your email address and mobile number on your postcard if you would like to receive these. You may unsubscribe from these at any time. 
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Foxgloves are popular in mixed plantings, Collection A‘Wh 
giving height and colour to borders and more Ne 
naturalised plantings (see our plant profile on 
page 56). Gardens Illustrated readers can 
enjoy their stately shapes and mixed colours 
with our choice of four collections, put together 
for readers by Terry Baker of The Botanic 
Nursery. Each collection offers a slightly 


varied appeal to suit any style of garden. 


x 


Offer Each collection contains one of each D. purpurea f, aIbiore. ) 
wna 


shown cultivar. The collections are priced at; 
£26.95 inc p&p for three plants 

£37.95 inc p&p for six, 

£44.95 inc p&p for nine, 

or £54.95 inc p&p for all 12. 

All plants will be dispatched in September in 
9cm pots with cultural instructions enclosed, 
ready for immediate planting, for flowering 
the following year. Customers will be notified 
by email or telephone closer to despatch with 
details of delivery date. 


| 
For full details of all of the cultivars in the offer Di purpurea 
go to thebotanicnursery.co.uk —_—— : ome, 


How to order 

* Online at thebotanicnursery.co.uk/ 
gardensillustrated 

+ By post include details of your order along 
with your own contact details and payment by 
cheque, payable to The Botanic Nursery, or by 
card including long card number, expiry date, 
security number and the name on the card. 
Send to: The Botanic Nursery, Atworth, 


Wiltshire SN12 8NU. oo wi ey 
D. x mértonensis. x . ). ippa: } D. ferrupinedh fe 3 
Offer available 1-30 June 2017. Restricted to . Ne a ane 


UK and European mainland addresses only. 
For European postage and packing, please 
add 20 per cent to total cost. Offer subject to 
availability. Plants may be substituted if 
original choice unavailable. Every effort will be 
made to make these as similar as possible. 


The Botanic Nursery is an award-winning 
nursery and also a National Collection holder 
for Digitalis, with cultivars available as both 
seeds and plants. It also holds a good selection 
of hellebores, peonies, salvia and hollyhocks. 
thebotanicnursery.co.uk. 
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Nursery Collection 


1. DAISY ROOTS 


Healthy, hardy perennials and grasses, home- 
grown in Hertfordshire. Visit the nursery 
Fridays and Saturdays from March-October 
or shop mail order online from your armchair. 
Garden consultancy and design service. 
daisyroots.com | 07958 563355 


5. SPRING REACH NURSERY 
VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY. We 
have the finest-quality, home-grown plants. 
Our fantastic range includes clematis, trees, 
hedging, fruit, shrubs, perennials, climbers 
and grasses, all backed by expert advice. 
springreachnursery.co.uk | 01483 284769 


9. DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES 


Daisy Clough Nurseries specialise in a huge 
variety of perennials and grasses grown 
on-site in Lancashire. Open seven days a 
week. Quality home-grown shrubs, bedding 
and vegetable plants always available. 


daisyclough.com | 01524 793104 


2. PADDOCK PLANTS 


An eclectic range of perennials, grasses, 
ferns and shrubs for your garden, including 
some more unusual varieties or plants new 
to the UK market. All grown peat free with 
no harmful chemicals. 


paddockplants.co.uk | 023 8073 9912 


6. THORNCROFT 
CLEMATIS NURSERY 


With over 400 cultivars of clematis and 
other climbers, we grow high-quality plants, 
offer expert advice and an award-winning 
mail-order service. 


thorncroftclematis.co.uk | 01953 850407 


10. KEN MUIR 

As a family business with over 50 years’ 
experience, we at Ken Muir pride ourselves on 
providing only the highest quality fruit trees, 
soft fruits, canes and vines. Our key aim is to 
help all gardeners to grow their own fruit. 
kenmuir.co.uk | 01255 830181 


3. DUCHY OF 
CORNWALL NURSERY 


Offering a wide selection of plants from 
camellias and magnolias to perennials and 
house plants, along with an award-winning 
café. Located in the beautiful Fowey Valley. 


duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk | 01208 872668 


7. CATH’S GARDEN PLANTS 
For quality peonies and perennials. 2017 
Shows: Harrogate Spring, RHS Chatsworth, 
Hampton Court, Tatton, NEC Gardeners 
World. Mail order available. See website for 
nursery opening times. Cumbria LA8 8EF. 
cathsgardenplants.co.uk | 01539 561126 


11. TREES DIRECT LTD 


Mail-order trees, shrubs and hedging 
with delivery to your door. Or send a gift 
throughout the year. Retail and wholesale 
plantings. We are always happy to help 
and advise. 


treesdirect.co.uk | 01584 878878 


4. WOOTTENS 

OF WENHASTON 

25 years’ experience growing high-quality 
herbaceous perennials. Mail order, design 
services and horticultural courses available. 
Pelargonium Open Day 8 July. 
woottensplants.com | 01502 478 258 


8. DOWNSIDE NURSERIES 


A huge selection of interesting plants listed 
on website — some specimen sized. Near 
Bradford-on-Avon and Bath. Why not 
combine with a visit to the neighbouring 
Peto Garden at Iford Manor? 


downsidenurseries.co.uk | 01225 862392 


12, CLEEVE NURSERY 


Set in the countryside between Bristol and 
Weston-super-Mare, you will find a fantastic 
selection of plants — over 700 varieties of 
which are home-grown. The coffee shop is 
open 10.30am-4pm every day. 


cleevenursery.co.uk | 01934 832134 
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Summer gardens to visit 


This summer, make time to visit this collection of stunning gardens and arboretums across the UK 


THE BISHOP’S 
PALACE & GARDENS 


Over 14 acres of spectacular RHS 
partner gardens including 
picturesque, romantic, formal and 
Victorian styles, a wildflower 
arboretum, specimen trees, 
alongside waterfalls, well pools, 

a moat with resident swans and a 
stunning medieval Palace. 

Dont miss The English Country 
Garden Festival 9-11 June. Open 
daily 10am-6pm. 

Address Off Market Place, Wells, 
Somerset BA5 2PD 

Tel 01749 988111 

Web bishopspalace.org.uk 
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6 AS Nia Oe 


HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 

Discover glorious, award-winning gardens at the 13th-century castle, 
best known as the childhood home of Anne Boleyn. Experience Hever 
Castle at the height of its summer beauty. Hever in Bloom (26 June-2 July) 
showcases the glorious gardens with free guided tours led by the 
gardening team and floral displays in the Castle. 


Address Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG 
Tel 01732 865 224 Web hevercastle.co.uk 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM 
& NURSERY 


Visit our tranquil nine-acre 
woodland garden full of unusual 
trees and shrubs, many of which 
have been planted for their superb 
summer flowers and foliage. Many 
of the rarities on display in our 
gardens are available for sale from 
our adjoining plant nursery. 

RHS Partner Garden. 


Address Annwell Lane, Smisby, 
Ashby, South Derbyshire LE65 2TA 
Tel 01530 413700 

Web bluebellnursery.com 


RHS GARDEN HARLOW CARR 

This beautiful northern garden combines innovative design with 
creative planting and is bursting with practical ideas. Garden highlights 
include the colourful main borders, a streamside walk, a kitchen garden, 
woodland walks, an alpine zone and wildflower meadows. Not to be 
missed is the Harlow Carr Flower Show on 23-25 June. 


Address Harlow Carr, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG3 1QB 
Tel 01423 565418 Web rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr 


BLARNEY CASTLE 

Step into summer at Blarney 
Castle and Gardens. The 60 acres of 
gardens are a joy to explore. Visit the 
prehistoric Fern Garden, our deadly 
Poison Garden, and our magical Rock 
Close. Make a wish on the famous 
wishing steps while the waterfall 
cascades alongside. Stroll by the lake, 
riverside and woodlands or in the 
dazzling arboretums and herbaceous 
borders in all their summer splendour. | 
But don't forget to kiss the famous 
Blarney Stone! Cafe and shops on site. 


Address Blarney, Cork, Ireland 
Tel +353 21 438 5252 
Web blarneycastle.ie 
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LYDIARD PARK’S WALLED GARDE 
Lydiard Park’s Walled Garden is a beautiful and tranquil place to 
enjoy through all the seasons. Built in a rhombus shape, it’s a rare example 
of an 18th-century Walled Garden. See trimmed shrubs alternating with 
individually planted flowers and bulbs including rare daffodils and tulips, 
sweet peas, annuals and wall-trained fruit trees. 


Address Lydiard Park, Lydiard Tregoze, Swindon SN5 3PA 
Tel 01793 466664 Web lydiardpark.org.uk 


GALWAY 

GARDEN FESTIVAL 
Enjoy the unique charm and warm 
welcome ata very special garden 
weekend in the West of Ireland, 1 & 2 
July 2017. The festival offers a chance 
to meet experienced gardeners, buy 
quality tools and a great range of 
plants. Hear guest presentations by a 
variety of gardening experts, browse 
specialist bookshops, enjoy live 
classical, jazz and trad music, theatre, 
crafts, circus and freshly cooked food. 


Address Claregalway Castle, 
Claregalway, Co. Galway, Ireland 
Tel +353 (0)86 2020999 

Web galwaygardenfestival.com 


WOBURN ABBEY & GARDENS 


Visit Woburn Abbey and Gardens on the 24 and 25 June and discover 
a fun and informative day out. Highlights include floral demonstrations, 
a garden advisory desk and Q&A sessions. Get expert advice and purchase 


a range of fantastic gardening products. Free guided garden tours available. 


Garden Show Prices: Adult £12, Concession £11, Children £7. 


Address Woburn, Bedfordshire MK17 9WA 
Tel 01525 290333 Web woburnabbey.co.uk/gardenshow 


] HISTORY & HERITAGE 

AT SHUTTLEWORTH 
The Swiss Garden at Shuttleworth was 
created by Lord Ongley in the 1820s as 
a picturesque, authentic, Regency-style 
Swiss Garden, with 13 structures and 
intriguing vistas in nine acre grounds. 
Embellished with Victorian features 
during the 1870s, it nestles adjacent to 
The Shuttleworth Collection, and the 
former mansion that was the 
Shuttleworth family home. Open all 
year round except Christmas. 


Address Old Warden Aerodrome, 
Bedfordshire SG18 9EP 

Tel 01767 627927 

Web shuttleworth.org/swissgarden 
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ABBOTSBURY 

SUBTROPICALGARDENS @%& 
A recent winner of the HHA/ 
Christie's Garden of the Year Award 
and described by Alan Titchmarsh 
as ‘one of the finest gardens I have 
ever visited. Established in 1765 by 
the 1st Countess of Ilchester as a 
kitchen garden for her nearby castle. 
It has developed since into a 
magnificent 30-acre tropical 
paradise with many exotic features 
including a Burma Rope Bridge. 


Address Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
Tel 01305 871387 

Web abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


] NATIONAL TRUST OSTERLEY PARK 


Considered one of the best examples in the country of an 
18th-century pleasure garden, Osterley has been transformed back into 
grandeur with herbaceous borders, roses and ornamental vegetable 
beds as designed by Robert Adam. Open daily, 10am-5pm. 


Address Jersey Road, Isleworth, London TW7 4RB (sat nav TW7 4RD) 
Tel 020 8232 5050 Web nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley 
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Lifestyle Collection 


1. Red Lilly 


Create garden illumination with our collection of outdoor 
LED garlands. The Solar ‘365’ panel operates even in dull 
light so you can easily decorate trees, gazebos or parasols. 


redlilly.co.uk | 01206 864260 


4. Belightful Design 


Do you like butterflies? Make the most of your garden with 
this award-winning Belightful Butterfly Oasis, designed for 


feeding butterflies. Butterfly food is included in the package. 


belightfuldesign.com | +358 44 2401 353 


2. Nicholas Mosse 

Making hand-decorated earthenware since 1976. 

Visit our Irish Country Shop and café in County Kilkenny, 
Ireland or shop online. 

nicholasmosse.com | +353 (0)56 7727505 


5. Backdoor Shoes 


Backdoorshoes are lightweight, waterproof and durable. Many 
designs available with sizes ranging from UK 3-8 for ladies 
and UK 8-14 for men. Prices start at £25 per pair, free postage. 
backdoorshoes.co.uk | 01202 232357 


3. Architectural Heritage 

Inspired by period design, Architectural Heritage proudly 
presents its 2017 garden catalogue. Featuring a classic 
collection of planters, seating, sundials and fountains. 
architectural-heritage.co.uk | 01386 584414 


6. Misty Cashmere 

Classic cashmere cardigans and jumpers with a contemporary 
twist. Our purest cashmere is sourced from Mongolia and 
designed in Sussex; authentic, beautiful and fun to wear. 
mistycashmere.co.uk | 01273 401087 


To advertise email Max.Spalton@immediate.co.uk M a rketplace 


www.bespokeplantsupports.co.uk 


Metal Plant Supports from £1. 50 H ILLA RYS BLINDS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | CARPETS 


Curved Supports: Large £3.25, Medium £2.68, Small £2.40 each 


Maximum Carriage £6 on stock ems to mainland uk hie. < 
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BAYLISS 


AUTOVENTS 


The Bayliss range of Autovents opens and closes greenhouse vents 
automatically without the need for electricity by using the warmth of the sun 


2 Year Guarantee ® Credit Cards Accepted ® Online Ordering ® Free UK Delivery 


For a FREE brochure telephone or visit the contact us page 


01335 342981 


www.baylissautovents.co.uk 
Bayliss Precision Components Ltd, Airfield Ind Estate, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1HA 


“°'°50% off" 


MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


ILLUSTRATED 


GARDENS 


)K AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
2EE 0800 389 1658 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 


See the crowning place of Scottish 
Kings and the site of the Stone of Scone 


Over 100 acres of fabulous grounds 
featuring early summer colours, are 
waiting to be discovered 


3 walks and pathways which help you 
explore the grounds and gardens 


Visit our Kitchen Garden, explore the 
Victorian Pinetum and get lost in the 
Murray Star Maze 


Coffee Shop, Gift Shop, Spirit & Food 
Shop and Plant Stand 


Guided garden tours available with 
Head Gardener, Brian Cunningham 


on plants 
u 2 
pee, when Open Ist April-3 lst October from 
we Chis 9.30am with last admission 5pm 


advert 
=20@ 


t: 01738 552300 e: visits@scone-palace.co.uk 
www.scone-palace.co.uk 


Marketplace To advertise call Max Spalton on 0117 300 8530 


# Gardening Courses 5 WE’ 
Homes ee i peer 4 Unique © rie Ga Addition 
: pee ywldiiete eartnie Garden Design, e i : TO YO if R P RO PE RTY : 
Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more Bes | ; : 
* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk =www.hccollege.co.uk 


The Point Master Tool 


Repair Frost PI EEet Mortar * FAST ! 


‘Paving Slabs \: To advertise 
a! joints in 25 seconds 
here call 


"Brick Pointing » \\y Max Spatton on 1h j | 
,up to 10m? /hour 5 Atinelecan 
ms 7 0117 300 8530 builtin a 


’ techHola ane 
Fast & accurate WATCH 3 x Beg know-how using 


Robust design o=2 oon Ss ee Oy finest craftsm vom | 


Easy,to use 


Port townsend Shepherd Huts 
GREENHOUSES PTHUTS.COM 


Top brand greenhouses at Delivery to anywhere in the US and Canada 
OE: me Day factory direct prices 


Call: (8am - 6pm 7 days) _eoo™™ mee Pb mS ARTHUR JACK & Ce 


0208 133 5396 Dre DR POHSTIN on S Traditional Georgian style steel 


Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0845 116 0284 


® Point Master (UK) Ltd. Oliver House. Station Road. yes é y 0800 083 9631 
Great Chesterford, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1NY. - 


planters, window boxes and butts 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


Hand-crafted in England 
01299 827059 www.arthurjack.co.uk 


Aquaplancton é 
Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year” ( 
Pond before Pond after 


Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, 
green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 20 years. People 
re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 
www.aquaplancton.co.uk 


Tel: 01298 214003 
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JULY ISSUE 


* A classically planted English 


garden in Warwickshire _ 


+ Delphiniums in royal purple to Wedgwood blue , a ; ot! ae 


+ The best sweet peas for summer 


- A garden for children that doesn’t 
compromise on style 


ON SALE 22 JUNE 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 32. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 


GARDENS 


121 


the writer's plot 


Homeward bound 


As Frank's Californian sojourn reaches its end, so too does California's drought 
giving Frank a tantalising glimpse of the eden he might have been able to create 


WORDS FRANK RONAN |LLUSTRATION CELIA HART 


he drought is over. 
We counted the 
inches as they fell in 


the first months of the year 
until the magic number of 
24 was reached and 
surpassed. The landscape 

is suddenly a living thing 
and frogs can be heard 

at night and birds in the 
morning. Drought measures 
are being held in place for 
now and, if the authorities 
have any sense, they should 
be permanent. But you 
know it is only a matter 

of time before the hiss 

of sprinklers will return. 
Here, consumption is all 
consuming and the past 
easily forgotten. 

But that is nothing to me 
now since, with fantastic 
irony, just as there is enough 
water to make a garden 
viable, it is time to go home. I can’t say that with any regret. Three 
years is plenty in an alien place; a landscape that you feel the likes 
of us should never have been imposed on in the first instance. Of 
course you could say of anywhere that the wilderness is paradise 
and the malls are hell, but I have never been anywhere else where 
the contrast was so great and immediate. 

So, before I turn my back and wipe my feet on 
Southern California, it is time to record what was interesting 
in the experience. I learned more about succulents: chiefly 
that you don’t need to live in a hot climate to make 
them happy. The only advantage of being here was 
that you could leave them in the ground all year and 
let them get really large, eventually. Some things, like 
aeoniums, needed shade and water over here and were 
far happier when I grew them at home. 

I was fascinated by what could come back to life after 
desiccation and baking. Gazanias are phenomenal in this 
regard. Withered clumps lying on dust spring into action 
at the first hint of winter moisture, and expand and 
flower in all their brazen, elaborate patterns. At home I 
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Now, with fantastic irony, just as 
there is enough water to make a garden 
viable, it is time to go home 


Frank Ronan is 
a novelist who 
gardens in both 
the UK and USA. 


used to leave them to die of 
frostbite at the end of the 
summer. Now I car’t wait 
to see what happens if I dry 
them off and keep them so 
over the winter. If it works 
there are so many delectable 
named varieties to try. 

Leucojums were 
even more of a surprise. 

We know them for being 
amphibious and I put them 
in the wettest parts of the 
English borders to thrive. 
But who would have thought 
that at the top of a dry slope, 
among the roots of a great 
oak, in a place that defied 

all attempts at planting, a 
clump of Leucojum 

aestivum would appear 

out of nowhere after the 
heavy rains? There may 

have been a few leaves in 
other springs that I honestly 
can’t remember or didn’t bother to identify. So try that in the lee 

of your yew hedges and give the cyclamen a rest. 

I had given up on expecting flowers from the camellia, having 
been told that if they were allowed to dry out in the summer, when 
the buds were forming, none would come. The irrigation put 
in place by the previous owner had been ripped out with more 
sustainable practices in mind so this poor thing was left to fend 
for itself, in the shade of larger and thirstier trees. Mild wonder 
that it was surviving at all was replaced by total astonishment at it 
being smothered in blossom within ten weeks of the rain 
starting. I have yet to think of an explanation. 

It may be that, in the dullness of time, I think back 
to having had a Californian garden with fondness. It 
could be that, had my stay here not coincided with such 
a terrible drought, the experience would have been a lot 
more fulfilling. I did once have the odd fantasy, as most 
gardeners must, of being frost-free and having a lot 
more sunshine. But, at the moment, mostly there is an 
ache to be home that watching the rain here only makes 
stronger. My own black earth is calling. 


Traditional Cedar Greenhouses 
Enhanced by Technology 


<)>. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT MAKES GABRIEL ASH GREENHOUSES SO SPECIAL 
aus CALL 01829 271 890 oR VISIT www.gabrielash.com 


MADE IN BRITAIN 


©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 
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ae ae : 
Grow & Store, Lancashire 


For information about our greenhouses please call 0800 783 8083 


or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 


©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 
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Horticultural 
Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


The only aluminium greenhouses 
endorsed by the RHS 


A Royal Horticultural Society 
endorsement is a much- 
coveted level of recognition, 
granted to only a select range 
of garden and home products. 
Products selected for 
endorsement must go through 
rigorous auditing and have a 
proven tried and tested track 
record. As such, an RHS 
endorsement is a mark of 
excellence for horticultural 
products, recognised by both 
professional and amateur 


gardeners alike. 


